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IN MULTIPLIED SMALL AMOUNTS 
THERE ARE FINANCIAL RESOURCES 


For Encouraging Your Church or Other Christian Enterpris e 


Our Dime Inlay Booklets 
Offer the Attractive, Convenient and Inexpen - 
sive Method by which this fact has been at- 
tested over and over again by many Churches, 
Sunday Schools, Missionary Boards, Hos- 
pitals, and kindred organizations. Try them! 


The Dollar in Dimes Collector 
Capacity, 10 Dimes 
This is a very handy pocket device in which 
a dollar in ten-cent pieces may be collected 
or contributed by the sympathizer with your 
financial aims. 
Size, 234x234 inches _ Price, $3.00 Per Hundred 


100 Filled Bring - - - - - - $100 300 Filled Bring - - - - - - $300 
200 Filled Bring - - - - - - $200 - 400 Filled Bring - - - - - - $400 
In Colors 1000 Bring - - - - = - $1,000 
“DOLLAR _IN DIMES” “DIME HELPER” “HELPING HAND” “DIME GLEANER” 
Collects Ten Dimes Collects Twenty Dimes Collects Thirty Dimes Collects Fifty Dimes 
Price, $3.00 Per Hundred Price $5.00 Per Hundred Price, $5.50 Per Hundred Price, $6.00 Per Hundred 


Samples will be sent FREE on request 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM COMPANY 
296 Broadway, Box 7, New York, N. Y. 
Church and Sunday School Supplies of Every Description 


Interesting News for Ministers 


and Bible Students 


The Interleaved Edition of Tue SCOFIELD REFERENCE BriBLE, which was not avail- 
able for some time, is again obtainable. The ruled pages, inserted between every two 
pages of the text, provide Bible students with ample space for making notes right 
next to the texts to which they refer. How handy it is for a minister to have one of 
these Bibles, with his sermon outlined, on the interleaved pages, especially if he 
travels frequently. 

No. 285x Oxford India paper, Scofield Reference Bible, larger type edition, with a 


blank page between every two leaves, bound in real Morocco leather, overlapping 
cover, leather lined, silk sewed, round corners, red under gold edges, size 844x5 1x15 


inches. . : : ‘ 2 Uy: 6 5 - $20.00 
At All Booksellers or From the Publishers 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS - 114 Fifth Avenue, New York 


HAMMERMILL 20-LB. BOND LETTERHEADS AND ENVELOPES 


Printed to Order; Neatly Boxed; Postpaid; Satisfaction Guaranteed c 


Price persmece oe ae ee ee ee ee ee 
Hammermill Bond Letterheads, White or Colors, Any Size -__ 
Envelopes to Match, 354x644 


Letterheads and Envelopes 
Letterheads any size, Envelopes 374 x74 or 44% x9% 
Send for Samples 


JUST RIGHT JRS JUST RIGHT 
STATIONERY SERVICE Dept. E—800 Stewart Avenue, COLUMBUS, OHIO 


Please mention THE EXPOSITOR when writing to advertisers 
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SEE THEM AT ANY BOOKSTORE, OR 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


How to Increase Church Attendance 

By Rocer W. Basson and Members of the Commission on Church Attendance 
® A cyclopedic work including: Causes for the Decline; Improving the Member- 
ship; Helping the People Economically; Vitalizing the Sermon and Worship; 
Improving the Church Structure; The Home; Young People; Week-Day Religious 
Education; Church Advertising, etc. With chart, $1.50 


Footprints In Palestine By Maveverne S. MILLER 

© One of the most delightful travel books ever issued on the Holy Land in any age, 
by the wife of Dr. J. Lane Miller of Central M. E. Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Field-Marshal Allenby says of it: “A volume, instructive and alluring. | commend 
it to Americans and British alike.” Illustrated, $2.50 


Contemporary Christian Thought 

By Cuarves S. Macrarvanp, D.D. 
® “Do you want to keep up-to-date in your knowledge of the thought currents of 
your own day? It would be difficult to recommend any recent volume which gives 


a better epitome. . . . leading Christian teachers of our time are thinking and 
f saying.” — Reformed Church Messenger. $1.50 
The Feast of Quails By Howarp J. Curvtey, D.D. 


@ “Dr. Chidley emphasizes the heralding of the Christianity of Christ as the chief 
function of the ministry,” so writes Dr. Cadman of these addresses which represent 
the best output of the American pulpit. $1.25 


The Golden Thread By Master McKeg 

® “The romance of a minister’s family. . . . Rich in human interest, entertaining, 
laughable, touching, illuminating. The reader will find here thorough enjoyment.” 
— Sunday School Times. 


Pleading With Men By Avam W. Burnet, D.D. 


® Dr. Burnet of Glasgow addresses men in the pulpit and those entering it today 
on the things that have meant most to him during his years of preaching. $1.50 


Clee of the Lighted Tower By Joun W. Mace and I. T. Gums 


® Charles Lee Reynolds (Newark Presbytery) says: “Would help every minister 
to read it. It is all here. Programs for men, women, and young people; method in 
systematic organized calling, in advertising, in budget building, in canvass making, 
in finding employment for men and women looking for jobs, etc.” $1.50 


The Way of The Cross By Josrpn A. VANCE 

® A new work of remarkable helpfulness by the Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. In this study of the Lord’s Passion Dr. Vance combines robust 
thought and expression with helpful devotional sentiment. $1.00 


Great Chapters of The Bible By G. Campszxt Morean, D.D. 


® It is difficult to avoid superlatives in mention ng this latest work by the noted 
international preacher and Bible commentator. Chosen by popular vote, the 
chapters were treated by Doctor Morgan to clear cut exposition. $2 


158 Fifth Avenue New York City 


Please mention THE EXPOSITOR when writing to advertisers 


Ce ON a Na 


@ 
Volume XXXVIII APRIL, 1936 Number 4 
Pilate ee ee a= aby Sermons?2.224-- = __ 196-203 
J. Victor Howey, Airdrie, Alberta Calvary’s Armistice__________ 196 
Clarence E. Macartney 
The Cross of Christ__._._______ 198 
* fee Fe 2 1 Cc. A. Mutch 
Immortality 18 I Have Finished the Work____ 200 
A. W. Lewis, Warrensburg, N. Y. E. F. Bigelow 
Jesus Our Standard of Sacrifice 201 
Glenn W. Palmer 
Weep Not for Me________-__-_-__ 182 : : 
G. W. M. Laurence, London Junior Pulpit ____________ 203-206 
Preaching to Children________ 203 
Good Habits and Bad Habits____ 204 
Hosanna. Crucify. (Poem) ____ 183 ‘Ab Heartiof Goldt 22 == s== 204 
Robert B. Pattison, Ossining, N. Y. A Useful Coin__--------_-_- 205 
A Crooked” Stick22=2*—2—=== 205 
By J. J. Pruitt, Federated Church, 
The Dawn of Hope________-_-__ 184 Sutton, Nebr. 
Willis J. Loar, Oakland, Calif. Illustrations as ee _ 206 
Wm. J. Hart 
Church) Building ===) === 184 Boolen Revie wc eee 210 
Elbert M. Conover, Director Board 
of Church Architecture, New York 1G Ob SELON 
The Mid-Week Service________ 214 
Editorial a _— 188 
Reader’s Topical Index________ 222 
Church Methods__________ 189-195 Buyer’s Guide ___________ = 222, 
8 


Vas F x D @) S | TO R Slatin never yall Editor 


GAIUS GLENN ATKINS ALVIN E. MAGARY 

CHAS. F. BANNING GORDON W. MATTICE 

and WILLIAM FE. GILROY ALBERT W. PALMER 

LyNN HaAroLp HouGcH JOHN TIMOTHY STONE 

W. R. SEIGART JAMES I. VANCE 

HO M| LET e CHAS. HADDON NABERS ELBERT M. Conover 
I. J. SWANSON CHRISTIAN F. REISNER 

An international magazine of parish administration, 

RE\/| E\\V/ methods of church work, practical theology, applied 


religion and all phases of minister’s work. 


Published on the 15th day of each month by The F. M. Barton Company, Incorporated. 


Subscriptions Rates: Domestic. $3.00 a year. Foreign, $3.50 a year, Single copies 35c. Back copies 45c. Bound 
volumes $3.50. Subscriptions are understood as continuing from year to year, unless orders are given to the 
contrary. This is in accordance with the general wish of the subscribers. Manuscripts must be typed. No 
manuscript returned unless accompanied by full return postage and addressed to The Expositor and Homiletic Re- 
view, Cleveland. 


Copyright, 1936. All rights reserved. Entered as second-class matter at the Post Office at Cleveland, Ohio. 


The F. M. BARTON COMPANY, PUBLISHERS, INC. 


W. S. Ramsey Robert M. Harvey John D. Emrich 27a Farringdon St. 
Caxton Bldg. 156 Fifth Avenue 9. W. Washington London, E. C. 4 
Cleveland, Ohio New York City Chicago, Illinois England 


176 


April, 1936 


The EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


Page 177 


Revive the thrill to worship 
Provide the beauty of Holiness 
REMOVE FROM YOUR CHURCH THE 


COMMONPLACE 


Uninteresting, tawdry 
furnishings too often 
compromise the sermon 
and service of worship 
and burden the message 
with a handicap difficult 


to overcome. 
® 


Officials of Frieden’s Evangelical 
Church, St. Louis, Missouri, sensed 
the need for a new spark to vitalize 


interest in their services. ... 


Past traditions and precious 
memories of the early years of 
their church were retained, 
and new life and activity 
realized by redesigning the 
interior and building a new 
chancel of open type.... 
The beauty of the new ar- 
rangement retained the rev- 
erence of theolder members, 
and kindled a new apprecia- 
tion and loyalty among the 
younger. ... ; 


A Beautiful Interior 
Is More Conducive 
To Worship Than 
An Imposing 
Exterior. 


Your present structure may 
readily and economically 
adapt itself to interior 
changesand rearrangements. 
Our experience often enables 
usto suggest effective changes 
at moderate 
cost. Would 
you like to 
discuss the 
matter fur- 
ther? You in- 
cur no obli- 
gation. 


Frieden’s Evangelical Church before 
alterations 


Frieden’s new Chancel and Altar—focal center 
of redesigned interior. Theodore Steinmeyer, 
Architect and Designer. 
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Carved panel in the 
Reredos“‘Iam theLight 
of the World,’’ by Alois 
Lang, Master Carver, 
American Seating 
Company Studios. 


American Seating Company 


Carved Memorials, Pulpit and Chancel Furniture, 
Pews and Chapel Chairs 


General Offices: 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
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HE largest and safest financial institution in the world, Life 

insurance, is founded on the lofty “For Others” motive. And the 
particular plan that has been most popular with the investors in that 
great institution has been the “For Others ONLY” plan — that is, 
the Ordinary Life policy issued by all Life insurance companies. 


The Ministers Life and Casualty Union offers an improved “Ordi- 
nary Life” policy at less cost. 


Most Ordinary Life policies mature at age 96. The M.L.C.U. 
Ordinary Life matures at age 85 — you have eleven fewer annual 
payments to make and the face of the policy is paid to you, if living, 
at age 85 instead of at age 96. Of course, under either policy its prin- 
cipal sum is paid to your beneficiary in case of your death prior to 
maturity. 


This M.L.C.U. Policy may be taken with a “Permanent Disability 
and Waiver of Premiums” rider. Under this plan, if you should be 
permanently disabled, the Union would pay you $10.00 per month 
per $1,000 of the face of your policy, and you would have no further 
premiums to pay, and in addition your policy would pay you its full 
face at age 85, or pay your beneficiary in event of your earlier death. 


This better policy will cost you less at most ages than an Ordinary 
Life policy in a commercial company, which would mature at age 
96 instead of 85, and which would pay no permanent disability 
indemnity. 

Why not get full particulars? No obligation — no agent. Just drop 
us a card or mail in the following coupon. 


FN 


“GA 


Tue Ministers Lire & Casuatty UNION, 
OrcanizEeD 1900 7 2 A 
12th Floor, Wesley Temple, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Please send me full information on the Endowment at-age-85 policy announced in 
the April issue of The Expositor F Homuiletic Review. 
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Month Day Year 
Life, Accident and Sick Benefit insurance at bottom cost for Clergymen Only. 
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PILATE 


e@ J. VICTOR HOWEY 


HAT reader of the Gospel stories has 
\ \ not longed for fuller detail of many in- 
cidents? Perhaps at no point is this 
desire more intense than in the story of the 
trial of Jesus before Pilate. How one would 
like to read all the evidence! One wonders 
did not some of the many persons Jesus helped 
come to say a word in His defense. What de- 
cided Pilate to do as he did? The Gospel 
stories are all so very brief! 

The most natural question is, can we get 
any further information about this trial? For- 
tunately for this purpose the four writers of 
the Gospels were not the only ones who were 
interested in this trial, and some of the others 
were more interested in details than they were. 
In fact one Ananias wrote during the rule of 
Emperor Flavius Valentinianus the sixth, in 
the year 425 A. D. as follows: 

“JT, Ananias the Protector, of Praetorian 
rank, learned in the law, did from the Divine 
Scriptures recognize our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and came near to Him by faith. I sought out 
the memorials that were made at the season in 
the time of our Master Jesus Christ, which the 
Jews deposited with Pontius Pilate, and found 
the memorials in Hebrew, and by the good 
pleasure of God I translated them into Greek 
for the informing of all them that call upon 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. All ye 
therefore who read this and translate it into 
other books, remember me, and pray that God 
will be gracious unto me, and be merciful unto 
my sins which I have sinned against Him. 
Peace be to them that read and that hear these 
things, and to their servants. Amen.” 

Ananias called his book “The Acts of 
Pilate,” but does not tell us whether or not 
that title was on the memorial from which he 
made his translation. No doubt it would be 
interesting to the reader, if the whole work 
were given, but this is an article, and not a 


I hope this article will in some measure 
answer the desire of many readers for fuller 
information regarding the trial of Jesus 


before Pilate. 


book. Those who are interested in further 
reading may find the full account in the 
“Apocryphal New Testament,” translated by 
M. R. James, and published by the Clarendon 
Press at Oxford, England. 

Here are some of the very interesting things 
told in the book: 

The Jews asked Pilate to call Jesus for trial. 
“How can I that am a governor examine a 
king?” Pilate asked, to which the Jews replied, 
“We say not that He is a king, but He says it 
of Himself.” 

After calling a messenger, Pilate instructed 
him to bring Jesus in “with gentleness.” The 
messenger was so impressed with Jesus that he 
spread a kerchief and asked Him to walk on 
it, which act of deference so greatly annoyed 
the Jews that they protested to Pilate who 
questioned the messenger as to the reason for 
his act. The messenger told of witnessing the 
triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, and 
hearing the shouts of the people in His praise. 
Again the Jews objected, saying to the mes- 
senger that the Jews were speaking Hebrew, 
how could he tell what they were saying? The 
messenger replied, “I did ask one of the Jews, 
‘What is it that they cry out in Hebrew?’ and 
he interpreted it unto me.” 

Pilate then enquired what it was the people 
were saying, and after hearing, asked the Jews 
wherein the messenger had sinned, and they 
were silent. 

As Jesus was being led into the presence of 
Pilate, certain standards held by ensigns bowed 
to Him. The Jews objected that the ensigns 
had made them bow, but when questioned why 
they had made the standards bow, the ensigns 
stoutly denied that they were responsible. 
Pilate then told the Jews to select ‘‘tall and 
strong men” to hold the standards. Twelve 
men were chosen, and six set to hold each 
standard. Pilate instructed the messenger to 
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take Jesus out and lead Him in again, and he 
said to the ensigns that if the standards did 
bow, he would cut off their heads. The 
messenger again laid his kerchief before Jesus, 
and again the standards bowed in spite of the 
efforts of the able and strong men to prevent. 

This bowing of the standards so impressed 
Pilate that he thought of leaving the judg- 
ment seat. It was just at this moment that the 
messenger came from his wife warning him to 
have nothing to do with this just man. Pilate 
called the attention of the Jews to the fact 
that his wife was a believer who feared God 
and favored the customs of the Jews. To this 
the Jews replied that Jesus was a sorcerer who 
had sent a vision to his wife. 

Turning to Jesus the elders accused Him of 
three things, saying, ‘What shall we see? 
Firstly, that thou wast born of fornication; 
secondly, that thy birth in Bethlehem was the 
cause of the slaying of children; thirdly, that 
thy father Joseph and the mother Mary fled 
into Egypt because they had no confidence be- 
fore the people.” 

Immediately several spoke up and denied the 
charge that he was born of fornication for they 
were present at the espousal of Mary and 
Joseph. The accusers then told Pilate that 
those who denied these charges were prose- 
lytes. Pilate had to enquire what they meant 
by proselytes, and was informed that they were 
Greeks who had accepted the Jewish religion. 
But the defenders denied this charge and told 
Pilate they were born of Jewish parents. 

Pilate then asked the defenders to swear to 
the truth of these statements that He was not 
born of fornication, but they told him they had 
a law which forbade swearing, however, if the 
accusers would swear that it was not as they 
had said they would be guilty of death. Pilate 
then ordered all out except the defenders and 
asked them, “‘For what cause do they desire 
to put Him to death?” 

“They have jealousy because He healeth on 
the sabbath day,” was the reply. “For a good 
work they desire to put him to death?”’ Pilate 
questioned, and the defenders said, ‘‘Yea.”’ 

Pilate then went out in anger to the ac- 
cusers and said he found no fault in Him. But 
when they persisted that He was a malefactor, 
Pilate said they should take Him and judge 
Him according to their law. 

They objected that it was not lawful for 
them to put a man to death, to which Pilate 
replied, “Hath God forbidden you to slay, and 
allowed me?” 

Pilate then went back into the judgment 
hall and talked with Jesus who did not hesi- 
tate to acknowledge that He was born to be a 
king, but made it plain to Pilate that He was 
not a political offender. 

Once again Pilate went out and said he 


found no fault in Him. At this point he washed 
his hands saying, “I am guiltless of the blood 
of this just man. See ye to it.” 

Not yet satisfied to give up, Pilate called the 
accusing elders and priests aside and begged 
them not to demand His death. “If He blas- 
phemed against Caesar would he deserve 
death?” they asked Pilate, and received an 
affirmative answer. ‘Well, is Caesar greater 
than God? He has blasphemed against God.” 

Pilate then put the elders and priests out and 
called Jesus in and asked, ‘‘What shall I do 
with thee?” “Do as it has been given thee,” 
Jesus told him. “How hath it been given?” 
Pilate asked, and Jesus, replied, ““Moses and 
the prophets did foretell concerning my death 
and rising again.” 

Following this the book records that Nico- 
demus came and openly pled for Jesus. Then 
another asked to be allowed to speak, and said, 
“Thirty and eight years lay I on a bed in suf- 
fering of pains, and at the coming of Jesus 
many that were possessed and laid with divers 
diseases were healed by Him, and certain 
young men took pity on me and carried me 
with my bed and brought me unto Him and 
when Jesus saw me He had compassion and 
spake a word unto me, ‘Take up thy bed and 
walk,’ and I took up my bed and walked.”’ 

“Ask him what day it was,” the accusers de- 
manded. 

“Tt was the Sabbath,” he replied. 

“Did we not tell you so?” they said in tri- 
umph. 

Then came the man who was born blind, 
another said, “I was bowed and He made me 
straight with a word,” and still another testi- 
fied, “I was a leper, and He healed me with a 
word.” : 

Then from far back in the crowd a woman 
named Bernice called out, “I had an issue of 
blood, and I touched the hem of His garment 
and the flowing of my blood was stayed which 
I had twelve years.”? Then the Jews called out, 
“We have a law that a woman shall not come 
to give testimony.” 

Still others testified about his raising Laz- 
arus. Then Pilate tried to get Him free by the 
choice of a prisoner to be released at the feast 
time, but His accusers chose Barabbas and de- 
manded the crucifixion of Jesus. Pilate was 
vexed and accused them of being seditious and 
rebellious against their benefactors, but they 
would have none of it, saying they knew their 
king, Caesar, not Jesus. 

Pilate then ordered the veil to be drawn and 
said to Jesus, ‘‘Thy nation hath convicted Thee 
as being a king, therefore I have decreed that 
Thou shouldst first be scourged according to 
the law of the Emperors and thereafter hanged 
upon the cross in the garden wherein Thou 
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IMMORTALITY 


e A. W. LEWIS, D. D. 


EDE in his history sounds the keynote of 
B Christianity. The great truth of Easter 
is IMMORTALITY. When the Gospel 
was first preached to the Saxons of Northum- 
bria by Paulinus, King Edwin sat in the Coun- 
cil with his chiefs and wise men to consult 
whether they should give up their idols and be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ. One of the 
- councillors arose and spoke. “In winter, O 
King, when thou art sitting in thy hall at sup- 
per with a great fire burning, and the nobles 
and commanders around thee, sometimes a 
little bird flies through the hall, in at one win- 
dow and out at another. The moment of his 
passage is sweet to him, for he feels neither 
cold nor tempest; but it is short, and from the 
dark winter he vanishes into the dark winter 
again. Such, O King, seems to me the short 
life of man, for we know not whence we came 
nor whither we go. If therefore this new doc- 
trine can teach us anything certain, let us 
embrace it.”” And so King Edwin and his peo- 
ple came out of the dark winter of heathenism 
into the glorious liberty of the Gospel of 
Christ. 

Immortality is the one great fact that faces 
every thinking human. How can anyone rest, 
- even for one day in peace of mind, while he 
has any misgivings about his immortality? The 
mortal body may become lifeless at any mo- 
-»ment. What then? From Job down to H. G. 
_ Wells, writers have asked, “If a man die, shall 
he live again?” This naturally becomes the 
most burning question of mind and heart. If 
ell mankind is immortal, what kind of immor- 
tality will be mine? All the thoughts of the 

year in this theme are focused on Easter. 

: Jesus of Nazareth was the beginning of the 
Christian religion. Today Christ is Christian- 
ity. Six hundred millions—as many of them 
as think, believe that for the whole earth it is 
Christ or chaos. Why? What does He repre- 
sent? What do we all see in Him that gives us 
hope for our own personality and for the 
human race? Easter gives us the answer: 
Immortality and God. 

Professor Michael Pupin passed into the 
realm of pure spirit March 12, 1935. As Pro- 
fessor Emeritus of Electro-Mechanics of Co- 
lumbia University, his mature confession of 
faith deserves serious consideration. Most of 
his conclusions and inventions were of a prac- 
tical nature. “Science gives us plenty of 
ground for intelligent hope that our physical 
life is only a stage in the existence of the soul. 
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The law of continuity and the general sci- 

entific view of the universe tend to 

strengthen our belief that the soul goes on 
existing and developing after death. 


The law of continuity and the general scien- 
tific view of the universe tend to strengthen 
our belief that the soul goes on existing and 
developing after death.” ‘Wherever science 
has explored the universe, it has found it to be 
a manifestation of a coordinating principle, a 
definite, guiding principle, which leads from 
chaos to cosmos. I choose to believe in this co- 
ordinating principle as a divine intelligence. 
We can place utmost faith in this divine intelli- 
gence. There is dependability, continuity every- 
where present in the universe. In the great 
world within us divinity resides. Science has 
greatly strengthened my religious faith ” 

What gave Christianity its start? The Leader 
was crucified between two common criminals. 
His followers were scattered and hopeless. The 
gaping crowds were scornful. How did Christ 
found His Church and make it live? What put 
life into the dead faith of the disciples? What 
kindled the fires of divine enthusiasm in three 
thousand souls on the day of Pentecost? In the 
five thousand? What defeated Nero’s inhuman 
massacre? What gathered out from the hordes 
of heathen Rome the millions of Christians, 
whose remains have since been found in the 
Catacombs? What in less than three cen- 
turies won Constantine the Great and trans- 
formed the pagan Roman Empire into the 
first Christian Kingdom? It was immortality 
and God. Jesus, the “prophet of Nazareth,” 
said, “Because I live ye shall live also.” 

Immortality is the only excuse for the ex- 
istence of man. It is impossible to imagine that 
any wise God would bring creation up to the 
point of a norma! and intelligent man, only to 
blot him out of existence. It is impossible for 
a sane man to imagine that a Creator would 
put into every human heart an undying desire 
for immortality, if it is a mere illusion. The 
only reasonable explanation of the universal, 
natural, spontaneous belief in God and the 
again said, “If it were not so, I would have 
worship of Him is God and Immortality. Jesus 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” 
The unanswerable demonstration of this truth 
is Easter, the Resurrection of Jesus Christ and 
His forty days of emphasizing the reality of 
immortality and God. 

Immortality alone can set things right. This 
present life is often a monstrous injustice. 
The worst villains often enjoy the most of this 
world’s treasures: money, health, friends. The 
best souls may live in poverty, suffer almost 
intolerable agonies and the cruel malignity of 
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their fellow man, as did their Saviour and 
Master, Jesus Christ. Does death end all? Then 
the God of things as they are is a monster of 
injustice. The only vindication of God is the 
immortality of man. In this immortal life of 
man full justice can be done, mercy can be 
shown in profusion, and infinite love can be- 
stow its glorious blessing. Man is immortal or 
there is no God but the Devil. Easter brings 
us the answer of man’s yearning soul: Im- 
mortality and God. 

As man accepts the truth of Easter and acts 
accordingly, it becomes more and more a part 
of his life and the enriching of his life. Count- 
less millions have proved this, are proving it 
today, in their own personal experience. The 
greatest personalities of history, the greatest 
benefactors of the Race, all the great souls of 
earth have believed in immortality. Take Paul 


“WEEP NOT FOR ME” 


© G. W. M. LAURENCE, London, England 


as a sample. He began as a scoffer. He be- 
lieved that Jesus was an imposter and deceiver. 
On his way to Damascus to torture and an- 
nihilate the Christians he got the great surprise 
of his life. The realm of pure spirit over- 
whelmed him, and Jesus Christ came into the 
place of God to him. In his retirement for three 
years in Arabia he was caught up into the in- 
visible realm. He saw things and heard things 
for which Jesus stood. After that he never 
doubted Christ’s Resurrection, never lost sight 
of man’s immortality. He preached it. He 
lived it. He wrote it down: ‘‘Christ abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light 
in His Gospel.” 

“A sacred spark created by His breath, 

The immortal mind of man His image bears; 

A spirit living ’mid the forms of death, 
Oppressed but not subdued by mortal cares.” 


“My contention for the need of sterner teaching, my experience here seems to prove. I 
took over a purely ‘dormitory’ parish from a man of means who kept it out of his own 
pocket. My inability to follow suit, plus the fact that over 50% of my communicant 
population has moved out into new housing areas, left ‘me with an almost negligible 


congregation within four years. 


“Starting last September, I put out the sterner side of religion very much more, com- 
pared this country with conditions of countries in drought and unemployment periods of 
the Prophets, and now we have just had the best Easter since I have been here with in- 
creasing congregations, growing finances, and for the period January 1 to April 21 over 
100 more acts of communion than for the corresponding period of last year.” 


HAT should be the attitude of a Chris- 

W tian towards Christ on the Cross? Is 

there not a very real danger that in 

preaching Christ crucified we stress His suf- 

ferings in such a way that we mourn for Him 
rather than for ourselves? 

The time has come when the challenge of 
Christ needs to be emphasized. Many Chris- 
tians have become slack and “‘effeminate”’ and 
need rousing to the demands that Christianity 
makes upon them. 

We need to turn from the contemplations 
of the sufferings of Jesus as an object of pity, 
to consider them as a challenge to us to fol- 
low more closely in His steps. 

The Seven Words from the Cross may be 
taken as a direct challenge from Him Who is 
the Way, the Truth and the Life: and if they 
are taken in that way, we must consider the 
Fourth Word in a new light. The various ac- 
counts of the Crucifixion agree that the last 
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four words were all spoken shortly before the 
end. That being so, it is somewhat difficult to 
reconcile the tone of the fourth with that of 
the seventh. 

If, as has been generally supposed the loud 
ery was, “My God, My God why hast Thou for- 
saken Me?” then the contrast between a cry of 
despair and the confidence of the last two 
Words reveals an amazingly quick transition 
from despair to serenity. 

It has been assumed that the Saviour, com- 
forting Himself with the Scriptures during 
the hours of darkness, is starting the 22nd 
Psalm, but might it not be that He is revealing 
at that moment His experiences of the last 
three hours, and that “hadst’’ not “hast” was 
the actual word,..He used? If so, then He is 
showing us that He has experienced to the 
full the effects of sin, but coming through un- 
scathed, He can with perfect confidence com- 
mend His Spirit to the Father. 
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One does not wish to trample upon cherished 
opinions, only to throw out suggestions of a 
possible different interpretation. The Agony in 
the Garden has been conquered, He is prepared 
to drain the Cup to the bitter end, and the 
tenor of the other six Words is all against any 
idea of complaint. If, then, this fourth Word 
is a statement of fact, rather than a cry of 
despair, can we not read all seven utterances 
as words of a dying Man to dying men? 

On this basis I venture to outline a course on 
the Seven Words in the hope that it will make 
my suggestion clearer, and perhaps be of help 
to some in the future. 


First Word. Christ showing us not merely 
that we have need of forgiveness, but also em- 
phasizing the fact that Christians in following 
Him have as one of their primary needs a for- 
giving spirit. 

Second Word. Penitence, even on one’s death 
bed, receives immediate forgiveness, and also 
the assurance of a conscious life, i. e., with Him 
in the hereafter. 


Third Word. Just as the family is the center 
- of human development and love its power, so 
devotion to Him gives that force which alone 
can start in this life that greater family where 
there is no giving of marriage, but a relation- 
ship which transcends all earthly loves. 


Fourth Word. Sin is so strong that even He 
Who rested entirely upon the love of the Father, 
could experience a closing down of that in- 
spiration, so that the idea of a far-distant, auto- 
eratic “God” superseded for the time being 
that of an all-loving “Father.” 


Fifth Word. Jesus gives man an opportunity 
_ of helping Him and relieving His needs. Even 
‘a drop of sour wine on a sponge, given in the 
right spirit, is a gift towards quenching that 
thirst for the souls of men which Jesus has. 
What are we doing to quench that thirst? 


Sixth Word. The success of man’s spiritual 
work is not to be measured by its harvest. We 
are all cogs in the Divine machine, and what 
machine can understand what the whole ma- 
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chine produces, or the ultimate end of its 
work? 

Seventh Word. A reminder of the Second: 
the journey to Paradise is certain, but if we 
would enter with Lazarus and not with Dives, 
the guidance of the Father is needed. 

The skeleton above is not essential for an 
understanding of our main point, but it shows 
how that theme was developed: what does seem 
necessary, however, is that the forgiveness of 
God demands from sinners faithful service and 
devotion in return. 

In the Parable of the Talents Christ does not 
deny that God is an austere Being: the foolish 
Virgins are shut out on account of their 
apparently trivial sins of procrastination and 
unpunctuality. The guest to the Great Supper 
were just too busy to attend social functions: 
the man at the Wedding Feast had not been 
particular about his personal appearance. None 
of these had committed what the world con- 
siders sins, yet they were all shut out of the 
kingdom. 

Do not these parables show that austerity 
which the world is so unwilling to face? Whilst 
there is nothing greater or wider than the 
Love of God for sinners, yet when we have ex- 
perienced that love He makes demands upon 
us as servants and children of such a nature 
that we ought not to look for thanks when we 
do the little that we do do. 

One other point: two of these Words from 
Him Who is the Truth, assure us of a future 
life when we must meet Him face to face. If 
we are SURE of that Truth, not merely 
HOPING that it will come to pass, that belief 
will be a great deterrent to sin. Once I am 
certain that I shall meet the Saviour Who suf- 
fered so much for me, I cannot thwart that 
love, and deliberately stain that soul which one 
day I must present for His inspection. 

The role of John the Baptist may not be 
popular, the mantle of Elijah be cumbersome, 
but in this age Christ asks us to take the vine- 
gar rather than a cup of water, that we may 
sanctify ourselves for the sake of His wan- 
derers. 


HOSANNA! CRUCIFY! 


“Hosanna, Lord!—Or, Crucify!”’ 
With wagging heads men passed Him by. 
And we? What is the word we cry? 


We spread our garments to express 
How pure for Him our friendliness; 
Or—with the purple robe transgress. 


We wave the palm and humbly bow, 
Or—press the thorn against His brow. 
Men did so then; men do so now. 


The lips that mock and sneer, ‘“‘Hail, King!” 
Or—lips that glad “Hosanna!” sing. 

Our lips thus honour Christ—or sting! 
Hands waved the palm with sacredness; 
Hands gambled for the seamless dress. 

Our hands—They strike the Christ, or bless! 


Which, then, is the word we cry? 
“Hosanna, Lord!”—Or “‘Crucify!” 


—Robert B. Pattison. 
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THE DAWN OF HOPE 


® WILLIS J. LOAR 


ing. There are disappointments, heart- 

aches, sorrows, problems hidden within 
human hearts which the world never sees. 
There are shattered hopes that lie buried in 
rock-hewn tombs of despair. I well recall the 
remark of one of our professors in one of the 
first classes I attended in the Seminary: 
“Gentlemen, if you are to preach successfully, 
you must preach to broken hearts!” 

Is there any way out of these perplexities? 
Is there any hope? Have we anything to say 
to such people? I propose to set forth this 
morning the only ultimate solution—the resur- 
rection of Christ—a living Saviour. 

Two things will merit our attention. ‘He is 
not here; for he is risen, as he said. But now 
hath Christ been raised from the dead, the first 
fruits of them that are asleep.” 

1. It was the living Christ who dispelled the 

gloomy darkness of Calvary. 

2. It is this same living Christ who has been, 
is, and will continue to be, so tremendously 
significant for life. 

Let us look first at the historical fact of the 

resurrection of Christ, for... 


L: is not easy. It is tremendously exact- 


I. It was the living Christ who dispelled the 
gloomy darkness of Calvary. 

“He is not here; for he is risen, as he said.” 

Three things are evident from a careful 
study of the New Testament. First, Jesus’ 
disciples completely misunderstood His an- 
nouncement regarding His coming death and 
resurrection. On at least three separate occa- 
sions He said: ‘‘The son of man will be de- 
livered into the hands of men, and be put to 
death, and be raised up on the third day.” 
Time and again He emphasized the fact that 
“they shall crucify Him, and the third day He 
shall be raised up.” “Yet a little while am I 
with you, and I go unto him that sent me.” “I 
am the resurrection and the life.” With Jesus 
it was a certainty that not only must He die, 
but also that, just as He must die, so He shall 
live again. 

His disciples, however, could not conceive 
of Him as having to die, let alone rise from the 
dead. It is Peter who takes Jesus aside and 
remonstrates with Him at the time of His 
announcement of His coming death: ‘Not 
thee, Lord!’ Their eyes have been blinded by 
their conception of an earthly Messiah; they 
see in Him a coming king, one who shall lead 
them out of the bondage of Rome into the 
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“He is not here; for he is risen, as he said. 

But now hath Christ been raised from the 

dead, the first fruits of them that are 
asleep.” Matt. 28:6; I Cor. 15:20. 


freedom of God’s Kingdom upon earth. It is 
only after they have actually seen Him alive; 
only after His appearances to them, that they 
even remember that He had thus spoken, ‘‘The 
son of man must die, and be raised from the 
dead,” and see its significance. 


2. Not only did Jesus’ disciples misunder- 
stand completely his announcement regarding 
His coming death and resurrection— the cruci- 
fixion and burial of Christ plunged the dis- 
ciples into the depths of despondency. “As 
they mourned and wept.” “But Mary stood 
without at the sepulchre, weeping.” The empty 
tomb means little to Mary beyond the fact that 
the body of her beloved friend is gone, and she 
cannot anoint it. Upon Peter’s declaration, “TI 
go afishing,”’ the rest of the disciples say, ‘We 
all go, too.”’ It appears that they have given 
up in despair. This new life of service now 
holds no inducements. There is nothing to do 
but go back to the old life and the old job. 
“T go afishing—we all go, too!” 

It is said that “when they heard that he was 
alive ... they believed not.” It is against all 
their preconceived ideas about Him; they can- 
not believe, so great is their despondency. 
Their testimony in general was that of 
Thomas: “Except I see for myself—except I 
handle him myself—I will not believe.” It can’t 
be that He is alive! 


38. But there was something else. Some- 
thing happened. The death of Christ was not 
the end. The empty tomb, combined with 
Jesus’ appearances to His disciples, dispelled 
their gloom; the dawn of hope comes in the re- 
alization that they serve a living Saviour. 

A Mohammedan, speaking to a Christian 
missionary, said: “You must admit that we 
have one thing you do not have—a coffin.” The 
Christian missionary, quick as a flash, an- 
swered: “Yes, that is true; but at the same 
time we have something that you do not have— 
AN EMPTY TOMB!” Death could not hold 
Him. The empty tomb speaks, as it spoke then, 
of the fact of Christ’s resurrection. “He is not 
here; for he is risen, as he said.” 

But what of the appearances of Jesus? Mary 
Magdalene stood outside the tomb, weeping, 
heart-broken at the loss of her friend. Even 
when Jesus, wha appears to her, speaks the 
first time, she fails to recognize that it is He. 
It is only when He finally speaks her name, 
“Mary!”’ that some intonation of that Voice 
compels her to turn, and doing so she recog- 
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nizes her Lord. ‘‘Rabboni!’’ The fog has been 
dissipated by the radiant light of His presence! 

Cleopas and his companion, hearts sad- 
dened, minds puzzled, travel the long, dusty 
road to Emmaus. They are discussing the 
empty tomb. As they travel along, a stranger 
hails them and goes with them. Upon arriving 
at their destination, they constrain Him to 
come in; He does so, and in the breaking of 
bread, they recognize Him. It is the Lord. No 
sooner has He disappeared, than they are 
anxiously on the road. This time it is not 
nearly so long or dusty. They go to tell His 
disciples that “they have seen the Lord!” 

The disciples are behind closed doors—‘‘for 
fear of the Jews’—when Jesus manifests 
Himself to them. So real is this experience 
that, although having hid for fear of the 
Jews, they now go out to preach a living 


Christ to the very ones who had crucified Him! - 


Someone has questioned the evidence of 
these witnesses, on the ground that it is all to 
the friends of Jesus. And yet, what could be 
more natural? To whom should Jesus more 
naturally appear than to His friends? But they 
were not the only ones to whom He did ap- 
pear. Let us call in one more witness; this 
time one of an entirely different character— 
Saul of Tarsus. 


Saul—mighty enemy of the followers of 
Jesus Christ! Saul—a man who hated with 
tremendous passion; an avowed enemy of the 
Nazarene; he who had laid waste the church of 
Christ! ‘‘And last of all he appeared to me also, 
as of one born out of due time.’? Someone, in 
the form of a sermon, has put it in a beautiful 
way. Paul is walking down a dusty road—his 
‘thoughts are with the Christ whom he has now 
learned to love. “If Christ hath not been 
raised’’—“If Christ hath not ... ”—Tremen- 
dous thought! “If Christ hath not been raised 

. our preaching is vain!’ He goes still fur- 
ther, and another thought comes to him: “If 
Christ hath not been raised... ye are yet in 
your sins!”’ And still further: “If Christ hath 
not been raised... your faith is vain!” And 
then comes the climax: “If Christ hath not 
been raised . . . then those who have fallen 
asleep in Christ have all perished!’’ But he 
comes to a turn in the road; a new vision ap- 
pears on his horizon; a picture of the risen, 
living Christ. “But now is Christ risen from 
the dead, and become the first fruits of them 
that are asleep!” He is alive! “For I delivered 
unto you first of all’”—that which had the pri- 
macy in Paul’s thinking—“that which also I re- 
ceived, how that Christ died for our sins... 
and that he was buried... and that he hath 
been raised.” : 

In that wonderful fifteenth chapter of First 
Corinthians, Paul speaks of two incidents that 
are noteworthy. He says first that Christ 
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“appeared to Cephas’—Peter. What a wealth 
of meaning there is in this simple statement! 
What took place between Peter and his Lord, 
we do not know. But surely, after his denials, 
it must have been of tremendous joy and sig- 
nificance to Peter! Again, Paul says that “He 
was seen of above five hundred brethren at 
once; of whom the greater part remain unto 
this day.”’ Over 250 witnesses remain by 52 to 
54 A. D., ready and willing, no doubt, to be 
questioned; to witness to the reality of the 
resurrection of Christ. 


Two things, certainly, are significant from 
Paul. First, Christianity’s most active perse- 
cutor had become its greatest and most devoted 
disciple. Secondly, Paul leaves no alternative— 
either Christ’s resurrection is a fact, or we are 
false witnesses. But it is true—‘He is not here; 
for he is risen, as he said. But now hath Christ 
been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
them that are asleep.” 

He lives. “This same Jesus, whom ye cruci- 
fied, is now alive...” The disciples, together 
with Paul, are convinced. They have seen the 
risen Lord for themselves. The dawn of hope 
comes in the realization that they serve a living 
Saviour. 


II. It is this same living Christ Who has been, 
is, and will continue to be, so tremendously 
significant for life. 


The historical evidence of the resurrection 
of Christ is not simply a display. It is more 
than that. As the resurrection had its antece- 
dents in the history and claims of Jesus, so it 
had its results. Pentecost, the apostolic 
church, the conversion of Paul, the epistles of 
the New Testament, the spirit-filled lives of a 
multitude of believers—these are all such re- 
sults. This means, and can mean, but one 
thing: the resurrection of Christ has been, is, 
and will continue to be tremendously signifi- 
cant for life. Let us examine it more closely. 

1. The Living Christ is significant for Re- 
demption: Significant for both himself and for 
man. The resurrection of Christ is not a mere 
consequence of the laying down of His life; it is 
the end for which the life is laid down. On the 
other hand, the resurrection of our Lord is 
not something consequent upon his redemptive 
work; it is a part of the work itself. It is taken 
up in the great redemptive process. “Jf Christ 
be not raised ... but now hath Christ been 
raised!” This is the crowning achievement 
without which His life and death would have 
had a redemption incompleteness. 


On the other hand, the living Christ is sig- 
nificant for the redemption of man. It is 
readily agreed that man stands in need of re- 
demption; redemption from sin, redemption 
from suffering, redemption from the buried 
hopes that lie shattered in the tombs of de- 
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spair. And this redemption finds its culmina- 
tion in the living Christ. ‘If thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt be- 
lieve in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thow shalt be saved.” “For if, 
when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his son, much more, being 
now reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.” 


2. The Living Christ is likewise the source of 
power for Christian living. “I am crucified 
with Christ, nevertheless I live; yet not I, but 
Christ liveth im me.” “I can do all things 
through Christ, who strengthens me.” “This 
Jesus did God raise up, of whom we all are 
witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right 
hand of God, and having received of the Father 
the promise of the holy spirit, he hath poured 
forth this, which ye see and hear.” Christ is 
not merely the object of the Christian’s faith; 
in that faith they are one with Him. They live 
in His life; they work His work; they suffer 
in His sufferings; they live and reign and con- 
quer with Him. It is a sharing with Him of the 
life which He now lives. And because we share 
it with Him, and because of the power which 
is His, we share in that power. The life of the 
Christian is distinctly set forth as a life in a 
risen Saviour; not derived from a Christ who 
was, but from a Christ who is; living, present 
with His people. It is not alone a reproduction 
of the life which He lived while on earth; it is 
a life shared with the risen Lord. 


8. It ts in the risen Lord that the new life has 
its consummation. “If we died with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with him.” Life 
did not end in death for Christ; it will not end 
in death for those in Christ. Even as He rose, 
so shall we also rise. 

Let me repeat: we are going out as preach- 
ers and teachers and missionaries to preach to 
broken hearts; to teach the gospel of Christ to 
shattered lives; to tell the “old, old story” of 
Christ and His love to embittered men and 
women—what have we to offer them? What 
have we for hopes that lie buried in the tombs 
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of despair? We have this to offer: A Risen 
Christ! A Living Saviour! 
Paulinus preached the gospel to King Edwin 
in England, many years ago. During the 
silence that followed the sermon, a grizzled war- 
rior arose and, in the words of the poet, said: 
“Athwart the room a sparrow, darts from the 
open door; 

Within the happy hearth-light one red flash and 
no more! 

So is our life, King Edwin! Alas that it is so! 

But if this pale Paulinus have somewhat mere 
to tell; 

Some news of Whence and Whither, and where 
the soul will dwell; 

If on the outer darkness, the sun of hope may 
shine... 

He makes life worth the living: 

I take his God for mine!” 

In the Andes Mountains, on Mt. Corcovado, 
between Chili and Argentine, there stands a 
great statue of the Christ, with outstretched 
arms—125 feet high; 92 feet from finger-tip 
to finger-tip. It took over five years to plan, 
and was erected at a cost of approximately 
$250,000. On the base of the statue are 
chiseled the following words: ‘‘As long as the 
living Christ stands guard over us, Chili and 
Argentine shall never go to war!” 

This is our hope! This is the hope of the 
world! As long as the living Christ stands 
guard over mankind; as long as He stands 
with outstretched hands, ever ready to help 
and succor men—we need not despair. It is 
the living Christ who breaks all the bonds—of 
sin, of sickness, of despair, of temptation— 
and then becomes the unifying force that 
binds all with God. 

“T know not how that Calvary’s cross, a world 
from sin could free, 

I only know its matchless love, has brought 
God’s love to me.”’ 

“T know not how that Joseph’s tomb, could 
solve death’s mystery— 

I only know the Living Christ, our Immor- 
tality!” 


CHURGH BUIT DINE 


e ELBERT M. CONOVER 


Director of The Interdenominational Bureau of Architecture 


It‘is suggested that, since every pastor is 
likely at some time in his ministerial career to 
be called on to lead in a church building or 
improvement program, these articles and other 
materials appearing in the Hxpositor and Homi- 
letic Review, including much advertising mate- 
rial—such as the illustrations in the American 


Seating Company’s advertisements—be filed 
in a folder, entitled “Christian Architecture.” 
This folder will ‘likely contain material also 
on the fascinating subject of the Expression of 
the Christian Faith in Architecture through 
the Ages. 

Pastors and others are invited to write re- 
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garding their building and equipment prob- 
lems to Mr. Conover in care of the Expositor 
and Homiletic Review, or to his office, Room 
419, 105 East 22 Street, N. Y. A limited num- 
ber of visits to local churches and other groups 
will be possible. 

The selection of architectural service is a 
vastly different matter from buying a set of 
plans. Once we heard a church leader ask a 
building committee, ““Have you secured a plan 
for your new building?” Before authorizing 
the building project to proceed, even the 
smallest church should have prepared a number 
of plans indicating exactly how its particular 
and individual problem may be solved. 

Architectural service means the selection of 

professional services of a high type. It is not 
purchasing a set of plans, but enlisting the tal- 
ent, the spiritual and mental qualities of a 
highly competent person as well as his ability 
and skill in engineering and in selecting the 
most suitable from a world of available mate- 
rials. 

The architectural service should not be 
selected on the basis of pleasing pictures.— 
Any architect may hire an artist to draw them 
—nor upon the architect’s guarantee that he 
can get a building erected for a certain price— 
of course he can, if he designates the material 
to go into the building. It is the architect’s 
business to have several contractors agree to 
erect the building according to the plans and 
specifications, using the materials strictly spe- 
cified down to the last nail. Certainly the archi- 
tect will not be selected because he is related 
to some member of the building committee or 
to the pastor, or for any personal consideration 
‘whatever. Hire a friendly blacksmith, if you 
wish, to repair your watch; but designing the 
House of God is a religious service just as 
truly as writing a hymn, a prayer, or a religious 
education text. 

Beware of cut-rate architects and plans pre- 
pared by any commercial group whatever. 
(This applies to church building. Excellent 
small house designs can be purchased from 
stock sources, but they are not suitable for par- 
sonages.) Compare the 6% paid to the archi- 
tect for his work to the percentage paid merely 
for selling a property, or for legal work. From 
his fee the architect must pay office rent, ma- 
terial, blueprints, etc., and the salaries of his 
draftsmen who are college trained. 


Don’t ask several architects to present free 
sketches. It might be all right to have several 
doctors offer free samples of medicine if you 
are seriously ill, but don’t select plans for the 
House of God by this method. Select the 
architectural service on the basis of personal 
qualifications and competence, backed by work 
actually accomplished. 


Don’t, if you are Christian, ask an architect 
to remit his fee if the plans are not used. You 
pay a doctor’s bill even if you die! The con- 
tract should provide for discharge of the 
architect with proper adjustment of the fee, if 
the work is discontinued at any stage. 

Church planning and building is a highly 
specialized work. The usual church board or 
building committee is called upon to direct a 
church building enterprise only once in a life- 
time. Consultation services should be em- 
ployed to direct the studies and surveys upon 
which even the smallest church building pro- 
gram should be based to provide for the minis- 
tries of worship, Christian Fellowship, Educa- 
tion and Service. The church should avail itself 
of the expert skill and wide experience of such 
an organization in order to attend to at least 
13 essential items before the architect is 
called in. 

In order that leaders and building commit- 
tees may know what architectural service in- 
volves, the following brief outline is given: 

What Competent Architectural Service 
Includes 

Division of the fee when the total minimum 

charge is 6% of the cost. 


Divisions of Service 


Division I. Preliminary Drawings and 
and Sketches 

Several plans and exterior designs 
showing various possible solutions 
of the problem; these to be re- 
vised or modified until a satisfac- 
tory plan and exterior design have 
been approved and estimates of 
the cost secured. Specially pre- 
pared publicity drawings may be 
provided for the financial cam- 
paign. Then the final set of com- 
plete preliminary plans drawn to 
scale of 1%” to the foot. 
(Building committee should pause 
at this point in the program to 
make sure that the problem has 
been well studied from every point 
of view and that nothing has been 
overlooked. Cut price architects 
cannot afford to make several sets 
of preliminary plans and to modi- 
fy and revise them. Stock plan 
architects will not wish to break 
up their ready-made plans to meet 
the real needs of practical situa- 
tions. After working drawings are 
ordered changes can be made only 
atsextray expense.) === 11/5% 


Division II. Working Drawings 
Not to be ordered until all the 
work in Div. I has been satisfactori- 
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ay CE ditocs Crhaae 


Easter 


HERE was a time when the Christian faith 
[was not challenged openly and contin- 

uously as it is today. Those of us who be- 
long to the older generation recall the unchal- 
lenged peace of conviction and the joy we knew 
during years when there was no open front 
along the line. 

Of course, there has never been a time 
strange to the onslaught of the non-Christian 
unbeliever but that unusually courageous 
voice which dared to raise itself against the 
church and the Lord of the church, was soon 
silenced, fading as a ripple on the flood-tide of 
public opinion. 

Our faith was never seriously challenged 
from without. Now, daily, it is bantered about 
as a plaything, the object of open ridicule, 
attack, and organized opposition. 

As a mere matter of honesty to ourselves as 
well as to that for which we stand, it is essential 
that we strip off the outer shell, regardless of 
how attractive we may have contrived to make 
it appear and begin again to relocate the very 
foundation-stones upon which we reared the 
edifice of our faith in days when little serious 
thought was given to the necessity of it being 
more than that which would satisfactorily and 
comfortably shelter our souls and provide soul 
needs. : 

For those days it sufficed and to spare. Yet 
we bask in a false Eden when content now with 
the simple, comfortable requirements of a day 
that is no longer with us. Today demands, is 
our Temple to stand, examination of the foun- 
dation stones, stressing and structural rugged- 
ness to withstand the increasing counter winds 
the later years have brought. 

Of what are you sure, upon which you may 
rebuild a sound haven for your soul? Really 
few things are needful, but those few are 
essential and among them none more vital 
than the message of Easter. There can be no 
uncertainty about that. Else the whole house 
totter. Without that there is nothing. This is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith. 

“He is not here! He is risen.” “Go... tell.” 


See 


The Ancient Landmark 


FFICIALS had been considering a merger 
() of two church institutions. Conditions 

which had caused the founding of two in- 
stitutions of the same kind in the same state 
had passed. One institution would serve the 
church with greater efficiency. Progress had 
been made and some hope was held that the 
merger would be carried. 

Into an official group came a pastor who de- 
manded that he be heard. His plea for the 
status quo was based on the old proverb: ‘“Re- 
move not the ancient landmark which the 
fathers have set.”’ This institution was a land- 
mark which the fathers had set. Scripture 
was Scripture and the fathers were endowed 
with the fullness of wisdom. So the status quo 
must remain. Strange to say the argument had 
considerable effect. The merger failed. 

An ancient proverb brought into being to 
protect the boundaries of land has many times 
been used as Scriptural backing for special 
interests. It is but another illustration of the 
many twistings certain folk give to Scripture. 

Scripture is Scripture. But man cannot 
make Scripture serve his ulterior purpose. We 
need more Scripture, but we need to see it 
through God’s eyes and read it through God’s 
understanding and meaning. In using and 
teaching Scripture we ought to forget about 
reading into it our chief desires and try to 
learn what God is seeking to teach.—W. R. S. 


Mere Words 


REQUENTLY our expression lacks that 
Pracnities of thought which gives it voice. 

We are largely known by what we say 
rather than what we think and few there be 
who stop long enough to see beyond the words 
—the mere words credited to our faltering 
lips. 

That sounds pitfully elemental and it is, the 
more pitiful portion being the fact that of the 
elements the whole is compounded. As we 
ignore the elements, others ignore the whole 
we would be compounding. 

The daily papers credit him with saying, at 
the service incident to the burning of the 
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forty-thousand dollar mortgage on a recrea- 
tional and educational annex, “I call upon all 
churches to assist in making the church the suc- 
cessor to the saloon as a house of good fellow- 
ship.” 

That is what he is reported to have said 
although it can hardly be what he wanted to 
say, for if that fellowship which is understood 
to emanate from the grog-shop is the ultimate 
aim of the church or even the recreational activ- 
ities of the church, by what process of reason- 
ing can we expect to move the inmates of the 
saloon, where such fellowship already exists, 
into the church, which by implication, now has 
a less happy fellowship to offer? 

Nothing can be more fragile and temporal, 
more uncertain in its direction than that which 
has nothing more stable by which its soul may 
be warmed than an alcoholic flame. The 
church offers a fellowship as high above that 
of the cup, as heaven is high above earth. The 
fellowship of the saloon, as an aim of the 
Church is incredible. Surely with Lent, the 
Upper Room, the Cross and its Victory upon 
our hearts it would not call for excessively 
high mental expenditure to picture a fellow- 
ship more worthy of emulation. 

You and I are unable to accept this particu- 
lar plea for fellowship as indicating even re- 
motely, in the mind of him who gave it ex- 
pression the ultimate in fellowship. We know 
what he meant. 

But, while we are unquestionably in full 
accord with his purpose and sympathize with 
him in that emotional strain under which he 
was conducting the service, the fact remains 
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that his words must come to the eye of them 
who will give him credit for his utterance, not 
his thought and how they interpret his words 
will be of vital significance not alone to the 
speaker, but to themselves and to the church 
as a whole. It is the unthinking for whom the 
pastor must think and that before he expresses 
his thought. Else, as in this case, his words 
may be made to say the fellowship of the 
saloon rather than that of the church is to be 
coveted. 
Failing to master words, they master us. 


Gee 


es Few Words From the Pastor 


. Where are the mechanists of yesterday who 
assured us that they had ushered God to the 
edge of His universe and dismissed Him? 

2. Worship is not a safety-first measure, nor 
a means of getting the inside track, but a 
spiritual adventure, a quest for the best. 

38. Why not a murder to end murders, or a fire 
to end fires? 

4. We still need to be reminded that truth is 
not subject to any referendum or majority 
rule. 

5. Instead of saying that prayer is mere auto- 
suggestion, would it not be nearer the truth 
to say that auto-suggestion is one form of 
prayer. 

6. If you cannot get rid of the burden you 
need not give up, seek new strength. 

—Charles F. Banning. 


eee ie Vinee lei) 1D) S 


Holy Week Services 

Ministers who desire an especially effective 
series of services for Palm Sunday, Good Fri- 
day, Pre-Communion, and Easter Sunday, will 
find immediate help in two small booklets 
issued recently: 

i. “Christ and His Cross,” W. Russell Malt- 
by, Abingdon, $1.50. 

2. “Haster Bells,’? William Dallmann, North- 
western Publishing Co., Milwaukee, $1.00. 

“Christ and His Cross” contains a chapter 
entitled, ‘‘“Going up to Jerusalem,” based on 
Mark 10:32 and Luke 9:51, which tells in sim- 
ple, understandable narrative the story of the 
journey to Jerusalem, and the last days prior 
to the arrest. This chapter may be used as a 
prelude to the Palm Sunday sermon, and 


would be effective if assigned to several young 
people as readers, with fitting musical selec- 
tions. 

Chapters on “The Paradox of the Cross,” 
“Why They Crucified Him,” ‘‘Why He Laid 
Down His Life” and “The Contribution of 
Saint Paul’? may be used effectively in the 
same manner for the three-hour Good Friday 
Service. 

“Easter Bells’ is “intended to be a casket 
filled with brilliant gems of the Resurrection, 
or a basket packed with blessed fruits of the 
Resurrection,” according to the good doctor 
who assembled the material. He admits that 
the complaint of an old paster that Dr. Blank’s 
Easter sermons were almost all the same 
startled him into a search for Easter texts, and 
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he closes with the brotherly expression of hope 
that “the chapters may prove as novel, inter- 
esting, rich, and blessed to the reader as the 
work on them has been to him as writer.” 

Among countless texts, outlines, and sugges- 
tions, you will find on page 253 a “Motive for 
Holiness;” on page 259 a ‘Motive for Faith- 
fulness;” and other suggestions eminently suit- 
able for a Pre-Communion service. The ‘“‘Mo- 
tive for Faithfulness” is a charge to Pastors, 
but may be adapted to the average Church 
member by the changing the word “‘pastor” to 
“Christian.””? The concluding chapters are suit- 
able for readings for a special Easter afternoon 
or evening service. The readers should be espe- 
cially costumed for the service, musical selec- 
tions should be chosen to support the Easter 
theme. 

The Cross, either lighted or rustic, may well 
be given the most prominent position in the 
chancel during these services, with readers, 
choirs, and pastor in secondary roles. 


The Family Altar 


Ministers everywhere recognize the need for 
reviving the art of Prayer in the home. Chang- 
ing habits of people, and the lack of imagina- 
tion on the part of pastors and parents, tend to 
retard the re-establishment of the family 
prayer. 

A new volume of 440 pages, entitled, “The 
Bible Treasury, an Anthology for Everyman,” 
has just been issued by Grosset and Dunlap, to 
fill the need of pastors and people who desire 
daily readings for family devotions in the 
home. Choicest passages from the Bible have 
been chosen for daily readings, references are 
given, the type is clear and readable, and the 
appearance of the whole volume speaks the 
invitation to “pick up and read.” 

A men’s group in any church would do an 
excellent Missionary work if they would under- 
take to establish the habit of these daily read- 
ings in the homes of Church members by pre- 
senting each family with a copy of this volume 
as a gift, with the definite promise that the 
passages would be read at a specific hour, with 
every member of the family present. The 
books are $1.00 each, and would prove of incal- 
culable value to any community if conscien- 
tiously read from day to day. 


Easter 


This radiantly beautiful message was dis- 
tributed to the members of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Cooperstown, N. Y., by the 
Rev. Edward C. Petrie. It is artistically print- 
ed and, no doubt, brought light to many a 
reader. 
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Windows for the Soul 


“Sometimes I go into the church in the early 
morning just to sit for a few moments and 
drink in the beauty of the two memorial win- 
dows in the east wall. They are never so 
radiantly beautiful as when the early morning 
sunlight comes streaming through them, and 
I always leave the church somehow strength- 
ened and made more fit for any task of the 
day. 

It is a parable. Life needs windows. How 
dark some of life is. How dull and humdrum 
much of it is. How often one part of life rises 
up to condemn the other part. Life needs 
windows to let in beauty and inspiration. Life 
would be different for most of us if we opened 
the windows oftener to the Sun of Righteous- 
ness. Often a prayer changes the day for us. 

Worship is a window through which the very 
beauty and glory and strength of the Master 
comes into your life. To neglect worship is to 
shut up the windows of the soul. 

We Presbyterians may not have been trained 
to observe the Lenten season, but we are by no 
means shut out from what it may bring to us. 
Sometimes we are asked, why be more zealous 
in religion at one time of year than another? 
Why indeed? But if one has been zealous at 
no time in the year surely this season, before 
Easter, may at least remind him of some of the 
neglected privileges and duties of his religion. 
It may quicken the dying embers of his faith 
and service. It may lead him to the worship he 
has neglected and it may bring him into the 
valley of humiliation where he must face the 
poverty of his religious life. 

Easter is the great day of the church year. 
It brings the promise of eternal life, but not 
to everyone. That-promise, made sure by the 
risen Saviour, is to those who will walk with 
Him and lead His life. We have no right to the 
boon of the Easter hope otherwise. 

This little folder is to tell you that all the 
services until Easter have been planned to be 
of much more than usual interest and help- 
fulness. They begin with the celebration of 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper next Sun- 
day. It also carries to you a special invitation 
to the Thursday night services at which we 
shall study again some of the events of that 
week of His passion when your Saviour and 
mine went down into the depths for us. 

One is saddened to think of the many who 
will have no share in this Lenten season and 
gather no inspiration and help from it. May it 
not be so with us; but through its ministrations 
and its worship, through private prayer and 
meditation may we open the windows of our 
souls toward Him and lay new hold on eternal 
life. 

Earnestly yours, 
Edward C. Petrie.” 
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’ Easter Story in Pantomime 

Rey. Ernest H. Shanks, Ph. D., Lompoc, Cal- 
ifornia, writes: ‘Easter Sunday evening I’m 
going to try a daring thing, put on the story of 
the Resurrection in pantomime. I’ve made my 
own arrangement, and with the readings of the 
Scripture and the use of musical numbers, will 
seek to portray the events of that day-of-all- 
days, EASTER. 


Here is the outline: 


The Resurrection Story 

(Told in pantomime, with Scripture and music) 

Hymn: “At Calvary.” 

I. The Sealed Tomb. (Soldiers appear, place 
a seal on the closed tomb and take their 
places to stand guard. During their action 
the Reader tells the story from Scripture.) 
Seripture: Luke 23:52-54, Matt. 27:62-66. 

(Curtain) 

Hymn: “Low in the Grave He Lay.” 

II. The Opened Tomb. Tableau. 

(Soldiers lie prostrate as if dead. The 
tomb is open. During tableau the Reader 
tells the story, reading.) 
Scripture: Matt. 28:2-4. 

(Curtain) 

Hymn. (A solo voice, or quartet, back of 
stage sings, ‘““He Lives on High.” Chorus 
only. Tune, Hawaiian Folk Song.) 

Ill. Women at the Tomb. (Three Marys come 
to anoint the body of Jesus. They see the 


tomb is open and empty. They stand 
amazed.) 
Scripture: Mar. 16:1-4, Luke 24:3-7, Matt. 
PASH tes 


Special music: An Easter solo or duet. 
IV. Seeing and Believing. (Peter and John 

come quickly to the tomb. They look inside 

and believe. During their action Reader 


reads.) 
Scripture: John 20:1-10. 
(Curtain) 
Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” (One 
stanza.) 


V. “Abide with Us. (Two disciples seated at 
table; filled with awe and surprise. Before 
them the broken bread. Reader reads.) 
Scripture: Luke 24:13-35. (This may be 
shortened as desired.) 

(Curtain) 

Hymn: “Break Thou the Bread of Life.” 

VI. The Upper Room. (Ten disciples stand in 
wondering awe. Jesus has been in their 
midst and gone. Thomas comes in and re- 
fuses to believe. Reader reads.) 

Seripture: Luke 24:35-43. 


Hymn: “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today, Hal- 
lelujah.” 
Prayer. 


Closing Hymn: 


“My Jesus I Love Thee.” 
Benediction. ; 
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Musical Services Wanted 


The enclosed endorsed check in the sum of 
$3 is for the continuance of my subscription 
to the Expositor and Homiletic Review. 

I am pleased with What There Is of This 
Magazine, but it seems awfully curtailed com- 
pared to the old Expositor and the old Homiletic 
Review. The combination does not seem to have 
as much material as even one of the old maga- 
zines. The quality, however, I believe to be the 
best to be found anywhere, and I want to thank 
you for that. 

To me, the “Mid-week” department sugges- 
tions are indispensable. I trust you will con- 
tinue this department as it is. I am particu- 
larly fond of your editorials. Some of the 
“Workable Church Plans’? I don’t seem to 
“get.” But the ‘Church Methods” department 
is excellent. The Illustrative department I also 
like and use a great many of the Illustrations. 
I must confess here that I have been quarreling 
with the Expositor and Homiletic Review the 
whole past year and using it constantly all the 
time! You know we often quarrel with those 
whom we love best. This critical attitude has 
helped me to see the real value of the magazine 
and as I look at the twelve copies before me 
and think of the many things I have used from 
therein I don’t see how I can be thankful enough 
for the use of them. 

Could you not offer more programs for the 
choir? I make large use of ‘‘Musical Services” 
in my Sunday evening services. This is my 
Sunday Evening Service Plan: 

1st Sunday Night, “The Family Hour.” 

2nd Sunday Night, “The Youth Hour.” 

3rd Sunday Night, ‘‘The Music Hour.” 

4th Sunday Night, ‘“‘The Missions Hour.” 

A committee is in charge of the first Sunday 
night; the Youth League the second; the choir 
the third, and the Missionary Society has 
charge of the fourth Sunday night service. 
The pastor’s sermon of 20 minutes’ duration 
is never dispensed with. Nothing should take 
the place of the gospel message, and we must 
never forget that it has ‘pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that 
believe.” 

I should appreciate helps for “Family” and 
“Youth” nights especially. Also could you not 
publish a simple play along this line once in 
awhile like that for Mother’s Day in your num- 
ber of last May? 

I never intended when I started to send this 
check to write anything more than a line so 
please excuse the seeming lack of unity in my 
letter.—Fred W. Christie, Edgeway Drive, 
Fairmont, W. Va. 

e 
Evangelism 

In a recent issue of the Cleveland News, we 

read the following: 
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Evangelism, which has grown out of the de- 
pression, emphasizes the deepening of the spir- 
itual life of the church membership. For the 
moment, leaders are not thinking of recruiting 
new members or raising church budgets or 
debts. Their concern is to have their members 
carry the ideals of the Christian way of life 
into all human relationships—social, political, 
industrial, racial and international. 


Challenge to Become Pacifist 


“Tf I should walk into a church some morn- 
ing,’ said an active church worker recently, 
“that would challenge me to become an abso- 
lute pacifist, to give my life in working out a 
more just economic order, to accept the mem- 
bers of all races on a basis of equality, and to 
hold the value of human personality above all 
other considerations, I should like to walk down 
the aisle and throw myself upon the altar of 
that church and give my life to Christ.” 

That expresses the purpose of today’s evan- 
gelism. It is an effort to eradicate the evils of 
society by the application of the teachings of 
Christ relating to the kingdom of God. It is 
an effort to lift the level of the spiritual life of 
the church. It is a movement to develop the 
spirit of Christian discipleship. It puts a defi- 
nite mission in life up to every church member. 
Its slogan is ‘We cannot go farther until we go 
deeper.” 

Cleveland churches today are solidly lined 
up in support of today’s evangelism. They as- 
sert that the tragic circumstances of the hour 
demand that they support this view and they 
are staking their future upon it. 

° 


The Evangel Bulletin 


A weekly bulletin, issued under the above 
title, by Evangel Theological Seminary, Jersey 
City, N. J., may be had for the asking. Address 
your request to 74 Fairview Avenue. Dr. L. W. 
Barnard is president of the Seminary. You 
may be interested in the bulletin on “The 
Three Resurrections,” written by Dr. Barnard, 
and issued as of April 6, 1935. The message is 
timeless. 

e 


A Change of Opinion Is a 
Characteristic of Progress 
Havelock Ellis said in his “Dance of Life” 
that ““The man who constantly clings to an un- 
changing opinion is suspended from a hook 
which has ceased to exist.” 
e 


Novel Method for Sign Painting 


A minister in Utica, N. Y., who has a stere- 
opticon in his church and who also operates a 
small hand press has developed a profitable 
sign painting business as a side line. Having 
had no experience or instruction in sign paint- 
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ing, by using the stereopticon and press he 
now does work that compares favorably with 
that done by professionals. 

The lettering for the sign is first set up and 
printed on celophane. The printed celophane 
is then sandwiched between two thin pieces of 
glass and secured by taping the edges with 
adhesive paper. This homemade slide is then 
inserted in the stereopticon in the usual way 
and projected on to the surface to be lettered. 
The letters may be increased to any size de- 
sired by moving the stereopticon farther away 
and focusing. Line cuts may be printed on the 
celophane and used in the same way. The let- 
ters and pictures are now outlined with pencil 
or chalk and filled in with paint and brush. 

No unusual skill is required. Anyone with a 
hand steady enough to trace the letters can pro- 
duce perfect work right from the start. 

Advertising matter, notices of services, and 
words of songs are made up into slides and 
used in the Sunday evening services. Celo- 
phane may be had in many colors, and unique 
effects can be produced on the screen. Differ- 
ent colors of printing ink are also faithfully re- 
produced.—A. F'. Knapp, Remsen, N. Y. 


Home Made Electrical Apparatus 


When it is necessary to have the lights 
dimmed slowly during a play or pageant, a 
rheostat for controlling electrical current may 
be made, using a pail of salt water, and an iron 
or steel rod. 

Solder a piece of electric wire to the side of 
a twelve quart galvanized pail. Solder another 
piece of wire to an iron or steel rod, about the 
thickness of a pencil and about eighteen inches 
long. Attach these wires to a break in the line 
feeding the lights. ~ 

Fill the pail with salt water. Dip the end of 
the rod into the water and the lights will burn 
dimly. As the rod is dropped deeper into the 
water the lights will burn more brightly until 
the rod touches the bottom of the pail when 
they will be fully turned on. The lights may be 
dimmed by lifting the rod out slowly. 

The saltiness of the water must be deter- 
mined by experiment. Begin with little or no 
salt in the water, then as the water is stirred 
with the rod, pour the salt in until the lights 
burn as brightly as desired. The saltier the 
water the shorter the distance the rod will need 
to be inserted to bring the lights up to their 
full brilliancy. 

To avoid getting a shock do not touch the 
rod and the pail at the same time. There is 
no danger in touching either of them sep- 
arately. Get local-information on this. 

In using a stereopticon a noisy signal to the 
operator is objectionable. A flash of light to 
indicate when the slide is to be changed is pref- 
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erable. A convenient switch for flashing the 
light which may be held in the hand of the lec- 
turer is made of a piece of clock spring, some 
wire and a piece of wood. 

The clock spring is tempered and is therefor 
hard to bore. However, the spring may be 
soldered to an ordinary piece of metal, which 
in turn, is screwed to a piece of wood of a size 
to be held conveniently in the hand. Another 
piece of metal is screwed to the opposite end 
of the stick with the spring reaching over it. 

' Solder wires to these pieces of metal and at- 
tach to a break in the line running to the lan- 
tern operator. When the spring is pressed 
down with the thumb the light goes on. All 
parts of the switch except the contact points, 
should be taped to prevent shock.—H. F. 
Knapp, Remsen, N.Y. 

e 


Penny-A-Meal Saving 


Attractive containers for distribution among 
church members may be had from several com- 
panies who specialize in this service to 
Churches. These are particularly effective dur- 
ing the Lenten season, and for an especially 
designated period prior to the closing of the 
Church Year accounts. If you have use for 
this type of information, we shall be glad to 
ask these firms to send you information. 

e 


’ National Conference on Rural Churches 

If your name is not on the subscription list 
for the Information Service bulletin from the 
Federal Council of Churches, 105 East 22nd 
Street, New York City, it would be well to 
secure the special issue on ‘The National 
Conference on the Rural Church,” volume XV, 
_ Number 9, February 29, 1936. Send 10c in 
stamps with your request. 

° 


American Youth 


In attempting to foresee the future of 
American youth it would be a mistake to think 
in the limited terms of today’s confusion and 
weakness. The world has faced confusion and 
disaster before and we can see now that salva- 
tion lay in refusing to accept them. People 
moved on because they wanted something bet- 
ter, and because they had the ambition and 
the courage to plan and labor. 

Those who work with young people can per- 
form no greater service than to guide them to 
a fuller understanding of their own gifts and 
to help them to visualize the needs which exist 
around them. 

A few points are fundamental: 

1. Personal excellence and attractiveness 
are important as a foundation for employment 
of any kind. 

2. Acquaintances and friendships play a 
large part in obtaining employment. Every- 
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one should learn to make and keep worthy 
friends. 

3. Unemployment must be taken up largely 
by expansion in services such as teaching, 
health, recreation, and the fine arts, rather 
than in material production where science is 
reducing the labor factor. 

4. Those individuals will be surest of em- 
ployment who develop the power to create new 
types of work by persistent planning combined 
with the power to lead others to cooperate in 
worthy new undertakings. 

5. This is an age of high specialization re- 
quiring the individual who takes up a special 
line to be almost perfect in it. For example, 
the airplane mechanic must guarantee the per- 
fect operation of every airplane he sends into 
the skies or run the risk of causing death. 

6. Occupations that seem to be overcrowded 
are not really so, especially on their higher 
levels and there is almost no occupation where 
exceptional excellence and skill will not win a 
place. 

7. The individual, particularly during his 
early years, should attach more importance to 
his personal growth on the job than to the 
wages received. 

8. Parasitic employments—such as liquor, 
gambling, unwholesome recreation—destroy 
character and lead to eventual unhappiness no 
matter how much money they may yield for a 
time. 

9. The individual who does not find employ- 
ment can turn that fact, regardless of age, 
into an asset by using it to build up his knowl- 
edge and skill. Schooling today should end 
only with satisfactory employment. 

10. Both young men and women on taking 
up employment should work out a savings pro- 
gram which will later help in the establishment 
of a home. 

11. The quality of one’s life is more impor- 
tant than any particular occupation or place of 
residence. Everyone should seek to live where 
he can be his best and can do most for his fam- 
ily. A low income in a worthy community may 
mean much more than a high income in a local- 
ity where family life would be seriously handi- 
capped. 

12. In both life and work a positive, happy, 
and hopeful attitude is a most important fac- 
tor in achievement. 

The United States Census divides occupa- 
tions into 10 groups. Those employed in 1930 
in these occupations in round numbers were: 

Manufacturing and mechanical industries, 
over 14 million. 

Agriculture, over 10 million. 

Trade, over 6 million. 

Domestic and personal service, nearly 5 
million, 

Clerical occupations, 4 million. 
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Transportation, nearly 4 million. 
Professional services, 3% million. 
Extraction of minerals, nearly a million. 
Public services, nearly a million. 
Forestry and fishing, quarter of a million. 


These can be subdivided into literally thou- 
sands of special jobs. In the end everyone who 
does not wish to depend upon the uncertain- 
ties of chance must decide what use he will 
make of himself, what preparation he will 
make for his career, and how he will go about 
getting started. There are great opportunities 
today in almost every walk of life.—Journal 
of National Education 


Joint Boards Church Day 


Joint Boards Church Day may be neither 
the greatest nor the least of organization 
Church days, but it is very important and has 
a special relation to the ecclesiastical and cor- 
porate meetings of the congregation and to 
the celebration of the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper in which elders and deacons share 
with the pastor in that holy ministry. No 
Scripture could be more appropriate for such 
an occasion than Paul’s charge to the Ephe- 
sian elders. The apostle was on his way from 
Macedonia to Jerusalem to join in celebrating 
Pentecost. He stopped at Miletus and re- 
quested the Ephesian elders to meet him there. 
They did so and the address he delivered re- 
mains to this day a beautiful memorial of that 
meeting and is a very choice chapter of New 
Testament literature. 

With becoming humility, Paul sought to in- 
struct and encourage the elders by speaking of 
his own experience as a Church official. The 
spirit of his ministry is indicated by the state- 
ment that he had sought to serve the Lord 
with all humility of mind. Benjamin Franklin 
once remarked that to be truly happy and suc- 
cessful one needs to go through the world 
stooping a little. The ancients put down pride 
as the first of the seven deadly sins and they 
listed humility as among the chief of the vir- 
tues because without it no one can grow into 
the full power and beauty of Christian charac- 
ter and service. Humility is the beginning of 
wisdom. It is the threshold of grace. It is the 
good soil of the heart ready for the seed that 
is to bear fruit thirty, sixty, or a hundred fold. 
When Solomon was crowned king he offered 
this prayer: “O Lord, I am but a little child, 
knowing not how to go out or come in. Give, 
therefore, Thy servant an understanding 
heart to judge Thy people and to discern be- 
tween good and evil.” That prayer is a good 
example for Church officials, reminding us 
that our standing in the Church is founded on 
the Grace of God and that we are not worthy 
to eat the crumbs that fall from His table. 


The EXPOSITOR and HOMILETIC REVIEW 


April, 1936 


Paul then spoke of his example as a witness 
to the truth of the Christian Gospel. At ordi- 
nation, elders and deacons promise to be faith- 
ful witnesses to the doctrines and principles of 
Holy Scripture. That presupposes faith on the 
part of a Church official. He does not accept 
ordination because he thinks it will bring more 
customers into his store, or more clients into 
his office. His official life is not a mere formal- 
ity, or figureheadship. He accepts ordination 
because he believes deeply in the Christian 
system of doctrine and life and is concerned to 
extend it to others. He thinks of the faith, 
with its social and ethical implications, as es- 
sential for good character and for the success 
of government and commerce. To him for 
good character and for the success of govern- 
ment and commerce. To him it is more impor- 
tant than either science or philosophy because 
it transcends these and continues long after 
many of their little systems have had their day 
and ceased to be. That was Paul’s thought. 
Above everything else he believed in the Chris- 
tian faith. He gloried in it. He argued for 
it. He was willing to spend and be spent to 
make it the dominant thing in human life 
everywhere. 


Paul’s next point was that to advance Chris- 
tianity required not only humility for a be- 
ginning, but courage to carry on. Persecutions 
arose. Word of his missionary work spread 
and at each new town he found the jail made 
ready to receive him. He mentioned that so 
the elders might be forewarned and forearmed 
as ambassadors of Christ. Today Church offi- 
cials need that urgent word of the apostle, for 
courage is required now as then. There is 
much paganism abroad in the modern world. 
It has to be met, for it is very aggressive and 
persistent. Consider the position of Church 
officials in Germany. They are battling vali- 
antly against paganism as Paul did. Their 
property is being confiscated. They are being 
clapped into jail and are threatened daily with 
further punishment. It takes courage to meet 
that. And those German leaders have it, the 
same sort of courage which Luther had when 
he stood before the Diet at Worms and said: 
“Here I stand. I cannot do otherwise. God 
help me.” In the 29th verse of Acts 20, Paul 
refers to his persecutors as grievous wolves of 
the spirit. He was not thinking of anything 
like our lighthearted modern challenge: ‘‘Who’s 
afraid of the big bad wolf?”? To him wolves 
of the spirit were no comedy-drama. They 
were personalities and powers with pagan 
views and purposes. They kept false teachings 
and goals clamoring for the attention and pur- 
suit of men. And: Paul stood in rugged oppo- 
sition to them in a way that thrilled his con- 
temporaries and remains to this day an heroic 
example for all who believe in Christ. 
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The address to the elders closed with a quo- 
tation from Christ, noted by no other New 
Testament writer: “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.” There is a great foundation 
principle which all elders, deacons and trustees 
may well take to heart. Sacrifice is the open 
secret of a successful Church. To think God’s 
thoughts after Him, we must forget ourselves. 
To develop a personality like that of Jesus we 
must put aside many ambitions and pleasures 
not evil in themselves. To put first things first 
it is nevessary to let many secondary things go. 
To apprehend the height, length, breadth and 
depth of life we must deny ourselves and take 
up the Cross as did the Master. Doing that 
means giving, which Jesus spoke of as blessed; 
and a Church with officials who give thought, 
time, patience, love and money for their 
Church is one which need never fail, nor be dis- 
couraged in its great mission.—Peter Albert 
Macdonald, D. D., Classon Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, Brooklyn, New York. 


PILATE 


(Continued from page 180) 


wast taken, and let Dysmas and Gestas, the 
two malefactors, be crucified with Thee.” 

There is little detail of the crucifixion, but 
the words from the cross are much as given in 
the gospel stories. Joseph of Arimathea 
begged the body and after wrapping it in a 
clean linen cloth laid it in a hewn sepulchre. 

The angry Jews sought Joseph and Nicode- 
mus and the others who had defended Jesus, 
but most of them were hid. Joseph, however, 
met them and stoutly condemned them with 
the result that he was thrown into prison and 
assured that when the Sabbath was past, his 
slain body would be given to the fowls of the 
air. When the Sabbath was past they assem- 
bled for the trial and death of Joseph, but on 
opening the prison he was gone, although the 
seals were unbroken. This so frightened them 
that they did not any more try to punish the de- 
fenders of Christ. 

But their surprises were not yet over. They 
had not got away from this meeting about 
Joseph when some members of the guard they 
had set to watch the tomb came running and 
told of the angel which had rolled away the 
stone. They told of hearing the angel tell the 
women He was risen. 

“Why didn’t you take the women,” the 
guard was asked. 

“(We were as dead men through fear,” they 
said. 
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“As the Lord liveth we believe you not,” the 
guard was told ,and they replied, “Verily ye 
sware rightly ‘as the Lord liveth,’ for He 
liveth indeed. We have heard that ye shut up 
him that begged the body of Jesus, and that 
ye sealed the door and when ye opened it ye 
found him not. Give ye therefore Joseph and 
we will give you Jesus.” 

The Jews replied, “Joseph is departed unto 
his own city.” The guard returned, “Jesus is 
risen, and He is in Galilee.” It was at this time 
that the bargain was made for much money 
and was paid there and then that they should 
say He was stolen while they slept. 

A priest, a teacher and a Levite came down 
from Gaililee to Jerusalem and said they had 
heard Jesus talking to His disciples on Mount 
Mamlich and He said, “‘Go into all the world 
and preach unto every creature. He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved, but he 
that disbelieveth shall be condemned.” 

This declaration concludes with the words, 
“While Jesus yet spake unto His disciples, we 
saw Him taken up into heaven.” 

The book then records that these men were 
given money and hurried back to Galilee with 
an escort and adjured that they should not tell 
any man what they had seen and heard. 

Many of the Jews were so greatly concerned 
that Annas and Caiaphas tried to reassure 
them by saying the disciples had paid the 
soldiers to tell the tale of His rising, but they 
said, “Be it so, but how did His soul come into 
body, that He was in Galilee?” 

Having no answer for this puzzling ques- 
tion, the high priests said, “Know ye not that 
it is not lawful for any Jew to believe any 
word of the uncircumcised.” 

Someone suggested that perhaps Jesus was 
only carried to some mountain top so a search 
was made. They found Him not, but did find 
Joseph and asked him how he got out of the 
house in which he had been shut up. He said 
that Jesus came to him and took him out be- 
cause of the kindenss he had shown in caring 
for His body. 

The high priests were greatly affected by 
this story, and sent again to Galilee to bring 
the three men who had said they had seen Jesus 
ascend. They came. Annas suggested that 
they be asked to tell their stories separately to 
see if they agreed. All three told the same 
story, that Jesus was carried up on a cloud 
while the disciples lay on their faces on the 
earth. 

To make assurance doubly sure, Annas and 
Caiaphas then questioned each of the three 
men singly in private, and all agreed so the 
high priests were convinced that Jesus was 
really alive and ascended to heaven. 
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CALVARY'S ARMISTICE 


® CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY { 


of Compiegne by the Allied and German 

plenipotentiaries brought to a close the 
most fearful war that the world has ever seen. 
It was a war in which the earth reeled, the sun 
was turned into darkness, and the moon into 
blood. No wonder the earth rejoiced when the 
tidings was flashed around the globe that the 
cruel war had come to an end. Out of the 
blood and tears of humanity appeared the 
beautiful irridescent rainbow of peace. 

The peace of Versailles was signed in the 
famous palace of Louis XIV, which stands in 
the midst of rich gardens, with fountains fling- 
ing their silvery waters towards the sky. But 
the Treaty of Peace between God and man was 
signed on the Cross; signed not in ink, but in 
Immanuel’s blood, while the heavens wondered 
and the earth shook and the sun veiled his 
face. The Treaty of Peace signed at Ver- 
sailles affected all the nations which were at 
war with Germany; but the Treaty of Peace 
signed at Calvary took in all ages, all races, 
all worlds, for, as St. Paul puts it, “It pleased 
the Father that in Him should all fullness 
dwell, and having made peace through the 
blood of His Cross, by Him to reconcile all 
things unto himself; by Him, I say, whether 
they be things in earth or things in heaven.” 


I. Man Is at War with God 

This war between man and God is as ancient 
as the fall of man and as universal as the hu- 
man race. When nations like Italy and Ethi- 
opia prepare for war, and Ethiopia is invaded 
by the Italian armies, it occasions great excite- 
ment and rumor throughout the world. News- 
papers display the tidings in flaring headlines. 
But the greatest and oldest and most wide- 
spread, most deadly, and most devastating of 
all wars, the war of sin, or man’s war against 
God, receives hardly the slightest notice. This 
is because the whole human race is involved in 
this war, and has been involved in it through- 
out the history of the world. 


Te signing of the Armistice in the Wood 


On Eee adie |, 


“Having made peace through the blood of 
His cross.” Col. 1:20. 


Sin, or moral evil, is the fountain and 
source of all the woes and sufferings of man- 
kind. At war with God, man is at war with his 
fellowman, and at war with himself. “He that 
sinneth against God wrongeth his own soul.” 
The earth has been devastated in the past, is 
being devastated today, and will be devastated 
in the ages to come by cruel and bloody wars, 
But there has never been a war, and there 
never will be a war which was not caused by 
this other war which underlies all wars and is 
the source of them, the war of man against 
God. Therefore, since men are engaged in this 
war against God, the world’s great need is not 
education, or political organizations, or social 
amelioration, but reconciliation, peace with 
God. 


II. God’s Peace 

Earth has no spot so sacred as the place 
where the divine armistice was signed by 
Christ in behalf of God. Thousands go to the 
quiet spot in the midst of the dense forest at 
Compiegne where the representatives of Ger- 
many and the Allied Armies met and signed 
the Armistice. There is nothing there now, 
save the inscriptions, to remind one of the 
cruel and devastating war which there came 
to an end. All that one sees is the beauty of 
the forest and all that one hears is the song of 
the birds, in the tops of the trees as they 
move in the summer wind. But the thoughts 
of mankind will ever halt at Calvary. 


“There is a green hill far away, 
Without the city wall, 
Where our dear Lord was crucified 
Who died to save us all.” 


Here the representative of God and of man 
was the same Divine Person, the God-man, 
even Jesus Christ. In the Armistice of No- 
vember 11th, 1918, Marshall Foch signed for 
the Allied Government and the delegated Ger- 
man representatives for Germany. But in the 
peace signed on Calvary Christ represented 
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both God and man. God was in Christ, recon- 
ciling the world unto himself. 

“Couldn’t anyone else have died for me just 
as well?” asked one, to whom I was trying to 
explain the peace of Calvary. No; none other 
could have done what Christ did. In the first 
place, Christ died for man as a sinner. For a 
friend, for a good man, to save one from dan- 
ger and peril, a man might lay down his life, 
but the marvel of Christ’s death on the Cross 
was that He died for sinners. God commend- 
eth His love towards us, in that while we were 
yet sinners Christ died for us. The second rea- 
son why no one else could have died for us and 
established peace between man and God is 
that no one else could be what Christ was, and 
is, God in Christ. Therefore, what He did on 
the Cross has infinite value. He took on Him- 
self as the representative of man all the re- 
sponsibility of the war against God, and there- 
fore all the guilt of the sinner; and as the rep- 
resentative of God, as the Son of God, and 
therefore truly God, Christ had the authority 
to make peace between God and man. There is 
no Gospel, no message of redemption or of 
hope, in the mere fact that a good and noble 
man was tortured and crucified on the cross. 
But there is a Gospel, there is a redemption, 
and there is hope in the fact that God was in 
Christ, and that Christ on the Cross bore in 
His own body the penalty upon sin, that is, the 
penalty which every sinner bears. 

The peace of Versailles could not put an end 
to war among the nations. But the peace of 
Calvary goes deeper. When Absalom had 
murdered his brother, and was living in exile, 
it was not hard for Joab to persuade the mourn- 
ing king and father, David, to be reconciled to 
Absalom and call him home again. But it was 
only a surface reconciliation. The heart of 
Absalom was not dealt with at all, and in a 
short time he conspired against his father and 
drove him from his throne. But the peace of 
God, signed on Calvary went far deeper than 
than that. It dealt with the heart of man the 
sinner and the exile and makes him, once an 
enemy, and separated from God, now the friend 
of God. 

It was to do this great work of making peace, 
of reconciling man to God, that Christ came 
into the world. God was in Christ reconciling 
man to himself. The heathen religions all 
were based upon the idea of attempting to 
reconcile God to man. Hence, all their altars, 
and all their dark and bloody rites. But the 
Gospel of Christ declares that God is recon- 
ciled to man, and now offers man the opportu- 
nity to be reconciled to God. God’s enemies 
are to be made His friends. 

That was the last thing Christ did in this 
world before He died, a thief and a robber who 
hung at His side on that awful day, and who 
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at first had reviled Him and mocked Him, now 
prayed to Him, and asked Him to give him a 
place in His Kingdom. ‘Lord Jesus, remember 
me when Thou comest in Thy Kingdom.” The 
enemy of God had become, through the recon- 
ciliation of Christ, the Friend of God. That 
must be forever a picture of what Christ does 
for the soul of man. Some of the noblest chap- 
ters in human life have been the efforts of good 
men to act as peacemakers and reconcile those 
who were alienated and at war with one an- 
other. John Bunyan caught the cold which 
brought him to his death by riding a long dis- 
tance in a cold rain to try to reconcile a son to 
his father. No man ever attempts a better 
work, and so Christ said, “Blessed are the 
peacemakers.” What is beautiful in man 
shines with brightest glory in God, when God 
in Christ seeks to reconcile man to Himself. 


Nothing but the Cross could bring about this 
reconciliation between man and God. Death 
sometimes has had reconciling effect. I have 
seen members of families who were alienated 
reconciled by a death which came into the 
family circle. When Abraham died, his sons, 
Isaac and Ishmael forgot their feud, and 
buried him in the Cave of Machpelah. A father 
and a son who had become bitter enemies 
were brought together by the bedside of the 
dying wife and mother. The dying woman 
took the hand of her son and placed it in the 
hand of her husband. Thus death reconciled 
father and son. The death of Christ, the great- 
est act of God’s love and mercy, reconciles 
God and man. With arms outstretched on the 
Cross, Christ lays hold upon man and brings 
him to God. 


Only the Cross can sound the depth of the 
human heart. We have peace through the 
Cross. Only the Cross can take away the stain 
of sin and the guilt of sin. Only the Cross can 
still the tempest of conscience. 


III. Man’s Part in the Work of Reconciliation 
God is the Author of the great Armistice 
which was signed by Christ on the Cross. But 
it is man who receives it and benefits by it. It 
takes two to make a covenant, or sign an armis- 
tice. When the agreement is signed, then there 
is peace. If either of the belligerent parties 
had refused to sign the armistice on that No- 
vember day in 1918, there would have been no 
peace. God has already signed the Covenant 
of peace. Christ as His ambassador signed it 
in the blood of the Cross. When by faith and 
repentance you also sign it, then there is peace. 
Heaven’s banners are flung out and there is 
joy in heaven over the peace which has come to 
a soul, for Christ would have come and died on 
the Cross had there been just one soul at war 
with God. Whenever by His repentance and his 
faith man accepts the peace offered him by 
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God, then God withdraws the armies of His 
condemnation and His Judgment. Henceforth, 
therefore, there is no more condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus. 

This is the heart of the Gospel, the heart of 
Christianity, that Christ has made peace by 
the blood of His Cross; and all else is but the 
illustration, the expression or the application 
of it. 

Acquaint now thyself with God and be at 
peace with Him. Are you at peace with God? 
That does not mean, are you satisfied with 
yourself? Are you enjoying life? Are you 
having reasonable success? All that may be 
true, and still you may be at war with God. 


THE CROSS OF CHRIST 


e Cc. A. MUTCH 


the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The most sacred spot in all the earth is 
Calvary. The greatest symbol of all time is the 
Cross of Christ. No other event has so in- 
fluenced the human race as the crucifixion of 
Christ. It is the one thing that satisfies Divine 
justice and justifies the sinner. From the eter- 
nities of the past Christ was proclaimed as the 
Lamb slain. Every animal slain in sacrifice 
from the time of Abel to the last offered upon 
Jewish altars until His Advent, was a type of 
His sacrifice. Only from the Cross can the 
meaning of these sacrifices be known and their 
purpose understood. In themselves they had 
no redeeming quality. Their significance was 
in pointing to the Cross, the supreme expres- 
sion of God’s infinite love to a world dead in 
sin. It is not too much to say that the Mosaic 
ritual was public instruction of the Jewish na- 
tion in the mysteries of the Cross. 

The Cross faces two ways; the past and the 
future. It is the symbol of two things; of death 
and of life. The sacrificial death of Jesus 
Christ is the highest mountain peak of Divine 
revelation. As Mount Everest towers far above 
all other mountain peaks in solemn, solitary 
and majestic granduer, so the atoning death of 
God’s only Son, our adorable Lord, as the 
means of securing our redemption from the 
bondage of sin, overshadows all the other doc- 
trines of scripture. As the planets in the solar 
system revolve the sun as their center, so all 
the other truths of God’s holy word revolve 
around this, the most vital and the most mighty 


Tie supreme event in world history was 


Are you at peace with God? Have you ac- 
cepted His terms? Have you signed the 
armistice? There is your Saviour’s Name writ- 
ten for you in the crimson colors of the Cross. 
Therefore, I beseech you, “Be ye reconciled 
unto God.” When we answer the invitation of 
God’s love and mercy, when we accept the par- 
don which Christ holds out to us with His 
pierced hand, then there is peace, peace with 
God, peace with the world, peace with our- 
selves. This is the peace about which Christ 
was speaking when He said, ‘‘My peace I give 
unto you.” It is the peace which the world 
cannot give and which the world cannot take 
away. 


There are those who speak of the atone- 
ment as a “bloody doctrine,” a doctrine re- 
pulsive to the finer sensibilities of the soul 
—forgetting that “The preaching of the 
cross is to them that perish foolishness.” 


of all its teachings. As the rays of light radi- 
ate from a common center and make things 
visible, so the Cross of Christ, His voluntary, 
substitutional, vicarious death, illumines the 
scriptures until they glow and scintillate with 
light ineffable. 

His power to save is not in His wisdom, 
though His wisdom surpasses that of man—of 
all men—as the sun exceeds in brilliancy the 
faint light of the glow worm, or as the ocean 
exceeds in depth and volume the shallow pool. 

His power to save is not in His example, 
though He is without a flaw. No one has dared 
to point the finger at Him and find fault with 
Him. “TI find no fault in him.’”’? That was the 
estimate of Pilate, though he only used it in 
the sense of His innocence of the crime 
charged in the indictment, yet this estimate 
has always been accepted in its fullest sense, 
i. e. His absolute sinlessness. And that esti- 
mate stands and cannot be successfully chal- 
lenged. Christ is the solitary, impeccable fig- 
ure of history. 

Neither is His power to save found in Him as 
a teacher, though He taught the profoundest 
of all truths, truths that man himself could 
not discover, yet which he must know if he 
would be saved. If we think of Christ only as 
teacher, He is leagues in advance of the great- 
est teachers who have undertaken the task of 
instructing mankind. All of them must stand 
in His presence with unsandled feet, for here 
as everywhere else He is supreme. He taught 
with an authority from which there is no 
appeal. 
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But the wondrous influence, the reconciling 
means, the sin destroying virtue, the vital 
efficacy, the wonderful life giving power is in 
His blood. The gospel puts Christ’s power to 
save in His cross. Christ Himself put it there. 

‘He said repeatedly and very definitely that He 
came to save men by dying for them. It is 
true as another has said that “Christianity’s 
central fact is Calvary’s cross.” It was in anti- 
cipation of the Cross and what it means in the 
economy of grace that the prophet exclaimed: 
“He was brought as a lamb to the slaughter 
and the Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 
But millenniums before Isaiah the atonement 
was foreshadowed. Gen. 3:21. Even antedat- 
ing this, John in his Patmos vision saw “in the 
midst of the throne and of the beasts, and in 
the midst of the elders, a Lamb as it had been 
slain,” “slain from the foundation of the 

- world, i.e. from the beginning, when ever that 

was. On the part of God the cross was not an 
after-thought, it was not devised after the fall, 
for God knew that man would sin, but from the 
beginning, from a dateless past God purposed 
to reconcile man to Himself through the death 
of His only begotten Son on the cross. 

The call of John the Baptist, as he stood on 
the banks of the Jordan where the multitudes 
had gathered out of Jerusalem, and Judea, and 
all the region round about the Jordan, was the 
call of the forerunner of Christ to Jew and 
Gentile alike to the recognition of Christian- 
ity’s central fact, the Cross, Christ’s sacrifice, 
the atonement. 

“God forbid that I should glory, save in the 
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,” was the proud 

- boast of Paul, the greatest of all the apostles. 
He could have boasted of many things; some 
of them he names in: Phi. 3:3-5. Intellectually 
he was the peer of any man of his time; trained 
~ in the best universities of his day; no one ex- 
ceeded him in loyalty to his nation; none sur- 
passed him in zeal for the honor of Jehovah, 
but after the Damascus vision he ‘“‘counted all 
things but loss for the excellency of the knowl- 
edge of Christ Jesus.” And why? He had seen 
the crucified but now glorified Lord. 

Christ came to set up a kingdom which 


should be eternal, and in order to establish it. 


He declared He must go to the Cross. As Dr. 
- Morgan says: “The teaching of Jesus is per- 

fectly clear. It declares the indispensibility of 
the cross in His own mission and in its process 
to the crisis and consummation. And why? Be- 
cause by that principle of the cross—which had 
its supreme manifestation and activity in His 
own person—by that alone, sin is exhausted, 
negatived, destroyed; and by that principle 
and by that alone, through the victory over 
sin, righteousness is made possible.’’ In the 
mind and purpose of our Lord the Cross was 
always in view; it was ever before Him; He 
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never turned away from the path leading to it. 
From the beginning of His ministry, from the 
time of His baptism He walked in a straight 
path to Calvary. 

It was at the Cross where the appalling na- 
ture of sin was revealed; there sin laid its im- 
pious hand upon the immaculate Son of God 
and sought to destroy Him; there sin did its 
worst; there was the ‘‘unmasking and unveil- 
ing of sin in its most appalling and final expres- 
sion in human history.” “There is no other 
problem of evil so terrific as the Cross. In the 
annals of history there never was any such 
naked, awful manifestation of evil as the ac- 
tion that put Him on the Cross; and to that 
bursting of the storm of evil He bared His own 
bosom. He gathered all in His own person.” 
But there too, thank God, we have the fullest 
revelation of the Father’s heart, the supreme 
manifestation of His love, and there on the 
Cross the issue was settled forever. “It is 
finished” was the triumphant cry of the Al- 
mighty Christ proclaiming that mighty fact to 
earth, heaven and hell, and the gates of the 
city whose builder and maker is God swung 
wide open, so that whosoever will may enter 
the Father’s house and dwell with Him forever. 

On the mount of transfiguration we get a 
glimpse of the glory of the kingdom of God as 
it shall be. There Moses the great law-giver 
and Elijah the great reformer both of whom 
had labored so heroically to bring back degen- 
erate Israel to her allegiance to God, appeared 
and were talking with Christ upon that holy 
mount of all He was about to do, and the 
way of accomplishment was the way of the 
Gross. They were talking of His exodus. Christ 
was going to accomplish something, not simply 
to die. He was going to victory, not to defeat. 
This was but the beginning of His mighty con- 
quests. In a sense the crucifixion was the dark- 
est hour in human history and the three hours 
of darkness which hung over Jerusalem like 
the pall of night, was typical of the moral 
gloom which had enveloped mankind since the 
fall; but thanks be to God it was also the birth 
day of a new epoch, the natal day of a new 
era, the completion of the plan of salvation so 
long foretold. 

In Hebrews 12:2 we have this illuminating 
statement, “Who for the joy set before him, 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
set down at the right hand of God.” And what 
was that joy? It was this: to establish the 
kingdom of God, the rule of God in all the 
earth, to bring back into the fold the strayed 
and straying sheep, to displace the pride and 
lust and hatred of men’s hearts and in their 
stead bring the righteousness and holiness and 
peace and joy of the Lord. But to do that, in 
order to reach that consummation, He distinct- 
ly affirmed that He must go to the cross and die. 
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There are those who speak of the atonement 
as a “bloody doctrine,” a doctrine repulsive to 
the finer sensibilities of the soul, as they affirm, 
but forgetting that ““‘The preaching of the cross 
is to them that perish foolishness, but unto us 
which are saved it is the power of God.” 1 Cor. 
1:18. In imagination let us go back to Calvary 
and witness the tragedy being enacted there. 
It is just outside the city. People are there from 
all parts of the world. Pharisee, scribe, high 
priest, tradesmen, the common people, jostle 
each other to get a better view of the innocent 
Victim. Listen to the cruel mockings of the 
chief priests, the coarse jesting of the scribes, 
the railing of the multitude, while at His feet 
the soldiers gamble for His raiment. None of 
His friends are near, save the three Marys and 
the disciple whom Jesus loved. At noon a 
strange thing happens, darkness is over the 
whole earth. That riotous mob is now orderly, 
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an ominous silence reigns, nothing is heard 
save the groanings of the dying thieves. Then 
about mid-afternoon He cried with a loud voice 
and yielded up His spirit. What a solemn 
hour, what a holy hour! The earth quaked, 
the rocks were rent, the veil of the temple was 
rent, the graves were opened and many of 
the saints arose and came out of their graves. 
The ending of the old and the beginning of 
the new dispensation of God’s grace to sinful 
men. 
“When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 


“Were all the realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.” 


| HAVE FINISHED THE WORK 


eE. F. BIGELOW 


EAR by year, as the Easter season ap- 

Y proaches, our thoughts are turned to the 

Cross of Christ. We strive to catch anew 
its message. Our hearts once more respond to 
His suffering. Yet I think we are not fair to 
Christ when we pity Him—pity Him because 
He suffered physical pain. Not that I would 
minimize His suffering, but thousands of men 
have suffered physical pain to perform a hard 
task or to save the lives of others. We call 
them heroes, but we pity Christ. 

Do you pity Him as He was arrested in the 
garden? He dared to step out in the face of 
that whole mob and say to them, “‘I am Jesus 
of Nazareth. If ye seek Me, let these go their 
way.” He wanted to spare His disciples. He 
loved them unto the end. “Let them go,’ He 
said, ‘Let Me bear all your hate.”’ But never 
forget this: He not only loved His disciples, 
He loved also the mob which arrested Him, 
loved every man among them so much that He 
went with them gladly, hoping that by His 
death He might reach even one of them. Yes, 
He even loved Judas as the man gave Him 
the traitor’s kiss. I wish that it was possible to 
know how many were won to Christ by the 
way He met His death. 

Do you think of Him as standing passive be- 
fore Caiaphas, submitting to insult. No, not 
passive! Jesus was loving Caiaphas and the 
priests of that Jewish Sanhedrin with a love 
so great that they must either respond to Him 
or fight Him with every fiber of their being. 


“Jesus said, it is finished, and bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit.” John 19:80. 


He was pouring out His love with every ounce 
of His energy, hoping to win even one of them. 
Well—Nicodemus helped to place His body in 
the tomb. 

Christ has been pictured as standing almost 
contemptuously before Pilate, but I think 
that picture is a mistake. Jesus was loving 
Pilate. With His whole personality He was 
pleading with Pilate to forget his fear and to 
follow Him. The mob would have found some 
other way to have-killed Jesus, but what a 
victory it would have been for Pilate. Jesus 
saw what Pilate was capable of being and He 
loved him with an earnest, pleading love—and 
almost He succeeded. A little more time for 
Jesus, a little less fear on the part of Pilate, 
and the balance would have swung the other 
way. Pilate failed, but Jesus won, for He kept 
on loving Pilate, even when Pilate condemned 
Him to death. 

Pilate ordered Him to be scourged, and the 
Roman soldiers beat Him with thongs, they 
mocked Him, they plaited a crown of thorns 
and put it upon His head—but they could not 
conquer the love of Christ. With every blow, 
His heart overflowed with love for those sol- 
diers who struck Him and He yearned to save 
them from their own brutality. 

Do you pity Him as He bore His Cross to 
Calvary? He does,not want our pity. Listen 
to Him as He says, “Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for me. Weep for yourselves and for 
your children.” He did not want pity. He 
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saw this as an opportunity to prove love tri- 
vmphant. All His being was engaged in im- 
pressing His love upon that crowd which de- 
manded His death. It was not easy. It would 
- have been much easier to have hated them. 
Jesus faced the same temptation to hate them, 
to despise them, that we should have faced in 
His place. Perhaps it was this terrific conflict 
between love and hate that made Him fall 
under His Cross. Jesus was meeting hate in 
its most malignant form, and it took all His 
strength to keep on loving in the face of it. 
But He conquered. He loved them until the 
_ the end. Nay—He loves them forever. Pity 
Him? No! 

Do you think He passively submitted to 
death on the Cross? No! He grasped it to 
Him to prove that love could triumph over 
hate. There was more, much more, than that 
involved in that terrible struggle with sin, but 
this is part, and a very important part, of what 
His death means for us. Do not pity Christ be- 
cause He endured physical suffering upon the 
Cross. Rather admire Him, honor Him, be- 
cause in spite of suffering, He loved the men 
who placed Him there, loved the Pharisees who 
taunted Him as He hung there, loved the men 
who gambled for His seamless robe at the foot 
of the Cross. Hear Him say, ‘Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” Hear 
Him say triumphantly, “It is finished.” 

If I could stand today and look God in the 
face and say honestly, “I have done everything 
you wanted me to do. I have finished the work 
you gave me. It has taken all my strength. It 
has taken all my mental power. It has taken 
all my will power. It has taken all the spiritual 
strength that I had. It has taken all the help 
I could get from you. It has meant endur- 
ance, hardship, suffering—but I have suc- 
ceeded. I have done all that you asked me to 
do,’—if I could say that, I should not want 
your pity, I should want your cheers. We pity 
the man who tries and fails. We cheer the 
victor. 

I cannot say it. Again and again I have 
failed God. But Christ could say it. ‘I have 
accomplished the task which you gave me to 
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do.”? What task? “God sent not His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him should be saved?” That was 
His task, and He can say to His Father, “I have 
accomplished it. Do we pity Him when He has 
accomplished that? No! It is an insult to pity 
Christ. He was a victor from the cradle to the 
grave, and pre-eminently a victor on the Cross 
of Calvary. 

Christ proved that Love can conquer every 
force pitted against it. Men said, “It can’t be 
done. When men hurt us, we must fight. We 
can’t love those who are cruel to us. We ean’t 
love those who are underhanded. We can’t 
love those who hate us and wrong us when we 
have done them no wrong. We can’t forgive 
insults and blows and undeserved pain.”’ Jesus 
said, “It can be done. It must be done. The 
only force that can conquer this world is love. 
One must love other men, no matter what they 
do. If love cannot conquer, the world is lost— 
hopelessly, terribly lost. But love can con- 
quer. I will show you that it can.”” Have we 
any right to pity a man who voluntarily faced a 
task like that? Faced it—and won? When 
Christ said, “It is finished,” He knew that He 
was victor. He had kept the faith. He had 
glorified God. He had proved the futility of 
hate. He had proved that love could keep on 
loving in the face of all that hate could do, in 
spite of blows, in spite of pain, in spite of in- 
justice. He proved that “Love your enemies” 
was not an impossible command and that “for- 
give men their trespasses” could be prayed in 
the face of any injustice. Christ was not de- 
feated on the Cross, He was conqueror. He 
did not suffer death, He accepted death as the 
final way to prove the strength of love. If 
mankind sunk to its lowest depths that day, it 
also rose to its greatest heights, for Christ 
died as a man. 

They say the Resurrection was His triumph 
—a triumph indeed—Life triumphant over 
Death. But the Cross was also a triumph— 
Love triumphant over hate. Who can say 
which was the greater triumph? Christ died 
a hero and His death is a perpetual challenge 
to us to live as He lived—if we dare. 


JESUS, OUR!STANDARD OF SACRIFICE 


¢ GLENN W. PALMER 


HEN Jesus was crucified just outside 

W the gates of Jerusalem, He won a place 
in our hearts that can be filled by no 

other. Here was a man who loved us so much 


that He had to die in order to be true to that 


is called The Skull, there they crucified 
him.” Luke 23:38. 


{ “And when they came unto the place cite If 


love. We cannot completely understand this. 
We simply yield first place to Him. 

Now the sacrifice of Jesus arose out of His 
devotion and loyalty to the Kingdom of God. 
He was interested supremely in establishing 
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that divinely-human society where the will of 
God is known and done. He looked about Him 
and saw the gulf which existed between the 
actual world and the world which God would 
have. He set Himself to bridge that gulf and 
the result was His great sacrifice. 


Jesus must be our standard of sacrifice. 
This does not mean that we are expected to 
die for the Christian cause. It means that we 
are expected to do a thing which is, in some 
ways, more difficult, to live sacrificially for the 
Kingdom of God. 

“What shall we do with our lives?” asks L. 
P. Jacks in his book called “Elemental Re- 
ligion.” ‘Give them away. Find the thing that 
is worth dying for as well as living for. Die 
for it daily.”” In other words he says that we 
should spread our dying out into years of 
valiant living. 


Is Ambition for Wealth Adequate? 


What is there in the world great enough 
to repay us for dying—or living the Jesus 
standard of sacrifice—in order to realize it. 


Is ambition to be wealthy an adequate rea- 
son for such a great sacrifice. Some would 
seem to think that it is. They have given all 
their time, ability, and effort to the accumula- 
tion of a fortune. They have sacrificed lux- 
uries, comfort, and even skimped on neces- 
sities in order to accumulate wealth. 


Sacrificing for great wealth organizes a man. 
It makes Him thrifty, energetic, and vigorous. 
He does not squander his time in trifling pur- 
suits. He does not dissipate his energies on 
unwholesome things. He becomes a man of 
power and influence in the community. Yes, 
the ambition to become wealthy does all this 
and yet it must be said that such ambition is 
not an adequate reason for man’s supreme 
effort. 


The reason is that the man who sets out to 
become wealthy is essentially selfish. Great 
wealth is not an object worthwhile enough to 
lift a man out of his own selfish desires. Nor 
will it fortify him against the personal ills, 
disappointments, and misfortunes to which we 
are all subject. It will, in the last analysis, 
leave a man wondering what he has gained by 
living. 

An American business firm needed a Chi- 
nese representative. In a meeting of the 
executive officers the president asked where 
such a man could be found. One director said 
that there was only one man in all China who 
could do the job and he was a Christian mis- 
sionary. “Go and get him,” said the President. 
“Offer him five, ten or eighteen thousand dol- 
lars a year if you have to, but get him.” 


The representative searched out the mis- 
sionary and outlined the job offering a salary 
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of five thousand dollars. ‘I’m sorry,’ said “he 
missionary, ‘‘but I cannot accept.” 

“Make it ten thousand, then,” said the 
other. 

“No, I guess I cannot take the job,’’ con- 
tinued the missionary. 

“T’ll give you eighteen thousand dollars,” 
said the company representative. 

“No, I will have to refuse you,” said the 
other. 

“What’s the matter, isn’t that enough 
money?” asked the business man. 

“Oh, yes, that is plenty of money,” replied 
the missionary, “it is far more money than I 
have ever been paid. But it’s the job. The job 
isn’t big enough.” 

Sacrifice for the Kingdom of God 


Dedicating one’s self to some great task in 
the Kingdom of God is the only thing big 
enough to lift a man out of himself and make 
him feel that he has made a permanent and 
significant contribution. It is absolutely un- 
selfish. That is why it can challenge a man and 
make any sacrifice he may offer none too 
great. 

This is a fact that is hard for some of us to 
understand. This is probably because we have 
never tried dedicating our lives to some great 
and unselfish cause. A concern which tran- 
scends all personal interest, which is consid- 
ered of more importance than any selfish ambi- 
tion or even hope of happiness, that is the 
thing which man needs to take him out of him- 
self and give him a sense of value and sig- 
nificance in the world. 

Consider, for example, Lord Shaftesbury of 
England who devoted his life to the improve- 
ment of working conditions among the com- 
mon people. Being a member of the House 
of Lords, he soon lent all his influence to the 
alleviation of intolerably long hours in the 
factories. Not satisfied with this he began 
laboring for a betterment of conditions in the 
coal mines where long hours, danger, and low 
wages constituted a three-fold menace. 

But the thing for which Shaftesbury is re- 
membered today is the way he championed the 
cause of the London Chimney Sweeps. These 
boys were compelled to work under unspeak- 
able conditions of filth and mistreatment. One 
account tells of a cruel master who applied 
fire to the feet of his boys when they were 
slow about climbing the chimneys. Shaftes- 
bury spent his entire life at the task of eman- 
cipating and educating poor unfortunate boys. 
When he died in 1885 a nation mourned. 

Lord Shaftesbury found a cause big enough 
to take him out of his own selfish desires and 
fire him with a great love for humanity. In 
laboring for the unfortunate people of En- 
gland, he entered the Kingdom of God and 
discovered there supreme value. 
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Creates Genuine Heroism 


Devoting all of one’s energy to some great 
cause would appear rather dull and uninterest- 
ing to many people. But, sooner or later, when 
one devotes himself to such activity he will 
find that it calls for genuine heroism. 

Suppose that some young man or young 
woman should decide that Jesus was right 
when he said that those who live by the sword 
shall perish by the sword. Suppose that this 
same young person should decide that his 
nation was right when it signed the Kellogg 
Peace Pact and renounced war as an instru- 
ment of national policy. Suppose he should 
take his Christ and his nation seriously and 
should boldly take his stand against all aggres- 
sive armaments. Suppose he should agitate for 
the scrapping of the huge military establish- 
ments. Sooner or later that young person 
would find himself standing almost alone while 
others who boast of a greater loyalty to Coun- 
try and God stood back and condemned him. 
If some young man or young woman would do 
that he would soon discover that it takes some 
genuine heroism to enter into the Kingdom 
of God. 

James Russell Lowell was eternally right 
when he said: 

“Count me o’er the earth’s chosen heroes— 
they were souls that stood alone.” 

Earth’s chosen heroes do indeed come from 
those who are willing to stand absolutely alone 
for the right. Who can think of a better brand 
of heroism than that? 


A New Experience of God 


It may also be said that those who adopt 
the Jesus standard of sacrifice by championing 
some great cause in the Kingdom of God will, 
thereby, have a new experience of God. Here 
is something which works two ways. We get 
a vision of God and go out to serve him in the 
present world but in the very act of service we 
get a new and finer vision. 

Jesus teaches us that God is not to be 
sought in the cold grandeur of some distant 
heaven but is to be found on earth among men. 
He is here waging a battle to overcome evil. 
He is in the world agonizing for its redemp- 
tion. 

This is what is set forth in a poem called 
“The Search.” It tells how one went to look 
for Christ. He searched in vain in fair fields 
and woods, in beautiful temples made with 
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man’s hands, in many other places that seemed 
likely—all without success. Then, outside the 
city gate, he saw footprints stained with 
blood. He followed them and in a rude hovel, 
where human need called for his service, he 
found the Lord. 

A Christian woman went to her pastor 
greatly troubled about her Christian experi- 
ence. She told him that religon had lost all its 
meaning and glow. Prayer had become a 
drudgery and worship was dull. The common 
causes of neglect and misdemeanor did not 
seem to apply so there was no need for rebuke 
or argument. This pastor took out a card, 
wrote the name and address of a family upon 
it, handed the card to the woman, and said: “I 
wish you would visit this address. I need your 
advice in dealing with these needy people.” 

Some time later the pastor met the woman 
and inquired into her religious problem. “It’s 
all cleared up,” she said. “You see I visited 
that family and began to work with them and 
it seemed that my trouble just vanished. We 
have arranged for the daughter to go to school 
and the father has work.” She had found God 
while ministering to human needs. 

A young man living in Denver, who, more 
than any other, is responsible for the peaceful 
settlement of one of the worst coal strikes in 
Colorado, lends his testimony. By his supreme 
devotion he was able to rally nearly every 
newspaper of the state to his point of view. 
He shamed the governor out of a perfectly 
absurd position. He stood between the ruth- 
lessness of some of the mine owners and the 
resort to violence advocated by the strikers. 


_ Finally, when those terrible weeks were over, 


he confides in a close friend that the things 
which he there endured brought to him his first 
great experience of God. 

Some of us who believe in God but for the 
life of us cannot think of a time when we have 
had an indisputable experience of him wonder 
why we have not. The reason may be that not 
once in all the years have we given any real 
devotion to the God we profess to serve. We 
have never risked anything in the name of a 
great ideal. 

The sacrifice of Jesus resulted in His death 
on a cross. For us to take Jesus as our stand- 
ard of sacrifice will probably not mean dying 
but it will certainly mean living sacrificially 
for the Kingdom of God; we shall experience 
genuine heroism and a new discovery of God. 


SERINE SOs 


PREACHING TO CHILDREN 


ora J, BRUIT, 


There is an art in preaching to children that 
any man might well endeavor to cultivate. To 
pitch one’s voice at an unnatural level is to 
invite scornful mimicry. To descend to the 
moronic device of “baby talk” is to create 
antipathy among one’s hearers. 

It is quite obvious to anyone who has 
watched children and talked with them, that 
to be at one’s best with them it is important 
that one does not “step out of character.” If 
you have won their affection and respect, and 
wish to retain their admiration and confidence, 
“be yourself.” 

If a preacher gets ideas for sermons to 
children from another preacher he must live 
with those ideas and view them from the angle 
of child interest. He can appropriate and em- 
ploy the experiences of other preachers, and 
his own ministry will thereby be abundantly re- 
freshed and enriched. 

Let me repeat that which has already been 
said—there is an art in preaching to children 
that one might profitably cultivate, for it will 
improve the ministry of preaching to all one’s 
hearer. Simplicity of style, directness of 
speech, unity, and continuity, and all of these 
seasoned with a constant consideration for the 
child and his problems, will make one’s minis- 
try to older people more helpful. 

Many preachers are on the constant watch 
for materials to be used in preaching to chil- 
dren. Many of us find that some sermons one 
finds in print are usable and, for us, others are 
absolutely without value. 

So many “children’s sermons” may be given 
from a personal angle that I am not able to 
appropriate for my own use. Why should one 
attempt to use that sermon which begins, 
“Children, I stood one morning on the Mount 
of Olives and’’—what’s the use of that? I have 
never seen the Mount of Olives. 

That is what I mean when I say that every 
preacher does have a store of personal experi- 
ence from which he can draw to vitalize effec- 
tively his preaching to children, but those 
purely personal experiences and viewpoints 
cannot be imparted to another. 

For that reason I have attempted in this 

‘ little series of children’s sermons which follow 
this brief article to present material which 
may be employed effectively by scores of min- 
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isters who may read them. May I ask that you 
do not attempt too literally what I and others 
have done, but adapt these ideas to a more 
effective ministry of preaching to children, 
imparting by each message a portion of that 
which our Master has entrusted to your hands. 


Visualizing the Sermon 

For children especially, an object, an act— 
something their eyes can “see” helps their 
minds to “see.” The object should not be irrele- 
vant, there must be a connection and one must 
help them to a sensible association of object 
and idea. 

Being constantly on the watch, and remem- 
bering that one should not moralize boresome- 
ly, one can bring fresh and charming interest 
to the service, and find that old and young of 
the congregation, look forward to the ‘Chil- 
dren’s Sermon” with happy anticipation. 

Watch a child in a strange home and see 
what sort of things attract his attention. Use 
such objects occasionally. But more surely, 
Build Patterns of Association with familiar 
objects, that all week long the child will be 
reminded of the idea you gave him. 

I do not need to say that these sermons do not 
measure up to your ideal or mine, but we trust 
they will be helpfully suggestive. 

e 


GOOD HABITS and BAD HABITS 


(Visual Object: Small ball of cotton string) 

When I was a boy I heard the expression, 
“Bad Habit” so often that I thought the two 
words belonged together. I thought, as some 
of you boys and girls may think, that all habits 
are bad habits. 

A wise man told me in school, that when we 
do anything again and again, the same way, 


“over and over, we grow toward that way of 


doing, until we wear a path in that direction, 


“or, aS we may say just now, we tie ourselves 


up in a habit. 

I believe if I could talk a few minutes to any 
active boy—Suppose YOU come here, ———. 

Question: Do you like to play ball? Do 
you like to run and climb and can you jump? 

“Here is a ball of twine. I will give you a 
penny if you will let me use this string to take 
away your fun.” (Wrapping his arms against 
body with a string.) “I will take away your fun 
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‘playing ball. Now you cannot catch a ball or 
throw it. You cannot climb a tree. I might 
wrap this string about your ankles so that you 
could no longer run and jump, so that you 
could not even walk. 

“Now will you take a penny to keep yourself 
tied up like this? 

“BAD habits weaken your body and will 
interfere with your happiness. The tobacco 
habit and the alcohol habit are two harmful 
ones. 

“Now I will remove this string and you may 
help me make a rope with it. We will twist it 
like this until we have something so strong it 
would hold a horse. 

“This will be a GOOD habit, by which our 
bodies are stronger and our hands quicker and 


steadier.” 
: ® 


A HEART OF GOLD 


(Visual Object: A watch, chain, or other piece 
of jewelry.) 

A man put a sign on his window a short time 
ago. The sign read something like this: WE 
BUY OLD GOLD. BRING IN YOUR OLD 
JEWELRY FOR HIGHEST PRICES. 

Soon a lady came into that store. She laid on 
the show-case top some things and said to the 
man, “I would like to sell this gold.” 

The man picked the things up and looked at 
them a moment or two very carefully, and then 
said to her, “Lady, these are not gold.” 

The lady said to him, “They swrely are gold. 
They are the color of gold. They look like gold.” 
; “Yes, lady,” the man answered, “they look 

like gold, but they are only washed or painted 
on the outside with something that looks like 
gold. Under that color they are just brass.” 

The poor lady looked pretty sad, as she gath- 
ered up her treasures—for they were treasures 
to her—she had kept them for years, thinking 
they were gold. And now, because she needed 
some money so badly, she had decided to sell 
them. 

And what that man said is true about many 
things besides watches and rings and chains. 

And what the lady said is also true—many 
things look like gold, but turn out to be worth- 
less. 

There are even people—yes, even boys and 
girls, who act nice enough when father or 
mother or teacher is looking, but do not try so 
hard to be nice at other times. 

I went into a store to buy a gift. I found 
that a lovely ring (or bracelet or chain) could 
be bought for $10.00. But another that looked 
just like it was only a dollar. The difference 
was not in “looks”—but in the stuff of which 
they were made. The higher priced one was 
“veal” all the way through. Not only its out- 
side, but its very heart was of gold. 
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I want to tell you boys and girls that it costs 
more to have a heart of gold than a heart of 
brass or other cheap stuff. It costs something to 
be a Christian. It costs something to be worth 
something. 

Therefore, if one is to have a heart of gold, 
he must build his life from the very inside of 
his thinking, of golden thoughts and golden 


deeds. 
e 


A USEFUL COIN 


(Visual Object: An old-fashioned penny, which 
can be bought of a dealer for a few cents.) 
Here is an old, old coin. It has been spent 

many times, but every time it was spent for 

something it kept right on being itself. In fact, 
the more often it was spent, the brighter its 
honest face grew. 

Isn’t that the way with boys and girls—the 
more useful they are, the happier and cheerier 
they grow? 

Many, many years ago it was a bright new 
cent. Perhaps it belonged to a boy who wanted 
a spinning top. So he spent it at the store for 
a bright red top. 

The merchant noticed the handsome coin 
when evening came, and he took it out of the 
pile of money and gave it to his son to carry to 
church on Sunday morning. It gave that boy 
such a feeling of importance to drop money 
into the plate, just like his fine father did. And 
such a cent as this coin—what an important 
sound it made when it dropped in with the 
other coins. 

I enjoy looking at old coins like this one. if 
imagine such interesting stories about the 
places it has been, the people who have owned 
and spent it, and the different things it has 
paid for, as it has passed from one owner to 
another. 

Let us imagine the merchant’s son taking 
this coin to Church. Perhaps he is walking 
with some other boys a short distance behind 
his father and mother. He shows the boys the 
bright cent he is taking for the collection plate. 
One of the boys says: “O, why take all that 
money to church? Let us turn in Granny Gar- 
ner’s and buy some candy.” 

“No, indeed!” says the merchant’s son. “That 
would not be honest. I want to give it to the 
Church.” 

Another of the boys says: ‘Why be so gen- 
erous? I will give you my silver whistle and a 
half-cent piece. And a half-cent is enough 
money to give at Church.” 

But this is an honest coin, in the hands of an 
honest boy—by the way—do you know this? 
No money is dishonest if it is earned and spent 
honestly. This is an honest old coin. That morn- 
ing it was in the hands of an honest lad. No 
cheating and no half-cheating for him. The cent 
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was given as he intended, I am sure. 

I would like to make this sermon to you 
boys and girls a sermon on being honest with 
money. We who try to do as Jesus would have 
us do, understand that being honest about 
money is one way of showing our trustworthi- 
ness and loyalty. 

Look at every penny, every nickel, every 
dime you get as a chance to be honest with 
yourself. We who follow Jesus make it our 
business to be honest, always. 

e 


A USEFUL STICK 


(Visual Object: Any short, crooked twig.) 

In a certain nice, friendly home, the mother 
kept a yard-stick hanging behind the door, so 
that always, when she wanted to know just 
how tall John had grown to be, she could find 
it. Oh yes, sometimes it was used to measure a 
rug or a curtain, but that was never half so 
interesting as trying to surprise Mother and 
the yard-stick by being taller than anyone 
expected. 

One day Mother found that the yard-stick 
had been used by someone at play, and it had 
been broken. Now, Mother didn’t fret or fuss 
about it. She knew she could get another 
yard-stick very easily, but she had wanted it to 
measure with, and now she would have to wait. 

Just then the children came running into 
the room. She looked at the two nearest the 
same size. She said, “I wonder if you two 
have grown any since last we measured.” 

The oldest one, John, looked a little ashamed, 
for he was reminded of the yard-stick which 
he had broken. But his mother did not seem 
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“My Son Awaiting Me” 
Mark 16:7. “There shall ye see him.” 

As the celebrated Dr. William Osler came to 
the end of his distinguished career thinking of 
his son who was killed in action in the Great 
War, he exclaimed: “The harbor almost 
reached—and my son awaiting me.” “Love can 
never lose its own.” —Bishop C. E. Locke. 

e 
Believed in Immortality Because of His 
Mother 
John 19:27. “Behold thy mother.” 

Even the Scotch atheistic philosopher and 
historian, David Hume, poignantly said, “When 
I think of my mother I believe in immortality.” 
—Bishop C. E. Locke. 
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to notice his blushes. She just said, “John, go 
out in the yard and get me a stick to measure 
with.” 

John looked at her a moment, and said, 
“What kind of a stick, Mother?” 

“O, just any kind of an old, 
stick,’ his mother answered. 

So pretty soon John came back with a stick 
something like this one. At least it was almost 
as crooked as this one. 

Mother took the stick and pretended to 
measure very carefully, first one of the chil- 
dren and then the other. 

Now, how do you think she could measure? 
Did it mean anything when she said, so seri- 
ously, “John is seven crooked sticks tall?” 

Or could she say, ‘‘Mary, I want to make you 
a nice new dress. You may go to the store and 
tell the clerk we want nine crooked sticks of 
that pretty cloth with the little pink flowers?” 

I imagine that the children were serious as 
she said to the children something like this: 
“T heard a little girl say, ‘I’m just as good as 
that old Helen.’ And I heard a little boy say, 
‘T have my lessons just as good as George gets 
his.’ It seems to Mother that if one measures 
himself or his work by other people he is very 
likely to get into trouble. There is only One, 
by whom we can measure ourselves.” 

The children, you can guess, looked at each 
other. 

Do you not think, that everyone else is just a 
poor, crooked stick to measure by, when we 
have Jesus who is the perfect One. 

Do you remember that a wise man said: 
“Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus.”” (Phil. 2:5.) 


crooked 
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A Modern Translation 


Luke 23:43. “Today shalt thou be with me in 
paradise.” 


While addressing some poor children in one 
of our back streets, I'touched upon the inci- 
dent of the repentant thief. I told them how he 
asked the Lord to remember him when He came 
into His kingdom. At this point I asked the 
children what reply Jesus gave him. One little 
boy, who was sitting on a doorstep, cried out: 
“Jesus said: ‘Yer can come wif Me.’” Truly, 
Jesus has said to every penitent sinner: “You 
can come with Me.” “Repent and believe.”— 
The Christian Herald, London. 
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Still Carried Her in His Heart 
I Cor. 15:2. “Keep in memory.” 

Sir Henry Jones said of his daughter, Jeanie, 
when she died: 

“My beloved is mine, and if I behave myself 
she will be mine, and I can go on all day at 
present as if I were doing things for her. What 
hinders me from carrying her within my heart 
now, just as I did when I was from home, only 
much more?” 

e 


Palms for Victors 


John 12:13. “Took branches of palm trees, and 
went forth to meet him, and cried, 
Hosanna.” 


In the Greek athletic games, the victors car- 
ried palms. I am very glad that our Lord, who 
five days after had thorns upon His brow, for 
a little while at least had palms strewn under 
His feet. Oh, the glorious palm! Amarasinga, 
the Hindu scholar, calls it “king among the 
grasses.”’ Linnaeus calls it “the prince of vege- 
tation.’”? Among all the trees that ever cast a 
shadow, or yielded fruit or lifted their arms 
toward heaven, it has no equal for its many 
uses. 


Do You Want Flowers? 


One palm-tree will put forth a hanging gar- 
den of them, one cluster counted by a scien- 
tist contained about 207,000 blooms. Do you 
want food? It is the chief diet of whole na- 
tions. One palm in Chili will yield ninety gal- 
lons of honey. In Polynesia it the chief food 
of the inhabitants. In India there are multi- 
tudes of people dependent upon it for suste- 
nance. Do you want cables to hold ships, or 
cords to hold wild beasts? It is wound into 
ropes unbreakable. Do you want articles of 
house furniture? It is twisted into mats and 
woven into baskets, and shaped into drinking 
cups and swung into hammocks. Do you want 
medicine? Its nut is the chief preventive of 
disease, and the chief cure for vast populations. 
Do you want houses? Its wood furnishes the 
wall for the homes, and its leaves thatch them. 
Do you need a supply for the pantry? It yields 
sugar and starch and oil and sago and milk and 
salt and wax and vinegar and candles. Oh, the 
palm! It has a variety of endowments, such as 
no other growth ever had. 

To the willow God says: 
water-courses and weep.” 


To the Cedar He Says: 


“Gather the hurricanes into your bosom.” To 
the fig-tree, “Bear fruit, and put it within 
reach of all the people.” But to the palm-tree, 
“Be garden and storehouse and wardrobe and 
ropewalk and chandlery and bread and ban- 
quet and manufactory, and then, be type of 
what I meant when I inspired David, My ser- 


“Stand by the 
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vant to say, “The righteous shall flourish like a 
palm-tree.’”—Dr. T. DeWitt Talmage in The 
Christian Herald (London). 


Taking the Ship into Port 
Psa. 107:30. “So he bringeth them unto their 
desired haven.” 


What is the duty of a man upon the sea of 
life? Obviously it is to navigate a ship safely 
and securely and bring it into port. He cannot 
stop and cannot turn back. He must go for- 
ward, either to the harbor for which he is des- 
tined or to shipwreck. He must use every aid 
to navigation. He should not, through assur- 
ance or carelessness, neglect the utmost pre- 
cautions for safe navigation. There must be 
times of stress and sorrow when the utmost 
care must be exerted. There be times of laugh- 
ter and freedom. But in joy or sorrow, in pain 
and suffering, or in pleasure and happiness, we 
must go forward on the voyage, seeking from 
every source, mindful of the chances of error, 
tolerant of others, having faith in the God who 
made us and in the existence and accessibility 
of the port to which he has bid us sail. As we 
near that port may we pick up the beacon, the 
lights along the shore, the gateway to the har- 
bor, which will give us assurance that we will 
make port in that city whose maker and builder 
is God.—Ex-Secretary of the Navy Curtis D. 
Wilbur in “The Pew Preaches.” 

e 


House and Occupant 


Eccl. 12:7.“And the spirit shall return unto 
God who gave it.” 


One day when John Quincy Adams was 80 
years of age a friend met him on the streets of 
Boston. “How is John Quincy Adams?” this 
friend asked him gaily. The old man’s eyes 
began to twinkle, and then he spoke slowly: 
“John Quincy Adams himself is very well, 
thank you. But the house he lives in is sadly 
dilapidated. It is tottering on its foundations. 
The walls are badly shattered, and the roof is 
worn. The building trembles with every wind, 
and I think John Quincy Adams will have to 
move out before very long. But he himself is 
very well.” And with a wave of his hand the 
old man walked on.—James G. Gilkey, Solving 
Life’s Everyday Problems. (Quoted in The 


Reader’s Digest.) 
e 


Home-Loving Nightingales 
Psa. 87:6. “This man was born there.” 

The nightingale has a great attachment to 
the place where it was hatched, according to 
W. H. Hudson, the naturalist. He said: “It is 
probably harder for the nightingale to go a 
mile away from its true home, the very spot 
where he was hatched and reared, than to fly 
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thousands of miles to his wintering place in the 
autumn.” 

Efforts were made by Sir John Sinclair in 
Scotland, and also others in the north of Eng- 
land to bring the nightingale into those sections, 
and they procured eggs and had them placed in 
the nests of robins. They are practically 
confined to the southeastern part of Eng- 
land. The effort to take them farther north 
is thus stated by Mr. Hudson (“Adventures 
Among Birds”): ‘The young were hatched 
and safely reared, and, as was expected, dis- 
appeared in the autumn, but they never re- 
turned. We can only assume that the ‘inherit- 
ed memory’ of its true home, which was not 
Scotland nor Yorkshire, but where the egg was 
laid, was in every bird’s brain from the shell, 
and that if it ever survived to return from its 
far journey it came faithfully back to the 
very spot where the egg had been taken.” 


e 
With Eyes and Without Eyes 


Acts 27:23. “God, whose I am, and whom I 
serve.” 


General William Booth in his old age was 
waiting for the decision of the surgeons who 
had operated on his eyes. By the side of the 
bed, kneeling, was Bramwell Booth, his son and 
immediate successor. When the voice of a 
friend said, after having learned the results 
of the operation, ‘““Well, General, . .. I fear 
there is not much chance of your seeing ob- 
jects any more,” he remained silent for a 
moment. Then his voice was clear as he said: 
“The Lord’s will be done.” 

Reaching out his hand until it touched that 
of his beloved son, Bramwell, and added: “God 
must know best. I have done what I could for 
God and the people with my eyes. Now I must 
do what I can for God and the people without 
my eyesy” 

These were the words of a heroic and conse- 
crated spirit, who when he was dying, a few 
months later, said haltingly because of weak- 
ness: “The promises of God... are sure... 
if you will... only believe!’’ 


e 
Still Ring the Bells 


Zech. 14:20. “The Bells.” 


There is a very small church which nestles 
on a hillside on Exmoor, in a narrow strip of 
cultivated land, hardly two fields wide, be- 
tween wooded combe below and the open moor 
above. It is the smallest church I know. Trav- 
ellers who come upon it unawares are amazed 
to find an old church there at all. It just 
serves six or seven farms. The total population 
of the parish is about 26, I believe. Ten years 
ago I spent a holiday at the farm across the 
valley and worshipped in that little church. 


Last Sunday I called at the farm again, and as 
I was returning across the moor the bells of the 
church began to ring for the evening service. 
It was a still, heavy evening; hardly a breath 
stirring. To a person used to the rush and roar 
of cities the quiet was magical. The only 
sounds were the rise and fall of the bells two 
miles away and a bird calling across the moor. 


At that moment those bells stood for all that 
is best and most valuable in the world. Ten 
years had gone since last I had heard them. 
Friends had died and new friends were born in 
those ten years, which had been so full and 
busy. Such striving and buffeting had taken 
me on from step to step. Such picking of a 
way through doubts and dilemmas. Such effort. 
Yet all the time the things that matter have 
been just the same. The things for which that 
old church stands, and the things which those 
bells proclaim to any who can hear them, are 
just the same in spite of motor cars, aero- 
planes, telephones, wireless, television and all 
the other miracles of the age.—“Audion” in 
The British Weekly. 


Passing into the Dawn 
II Peter 1:19. “Until the day dawn.” 


“T go not into the gloom but into the dawn,” 
remarked the Rev. Mark Guy Pearse when 
about to make the transition from this life to 
the life immortal. Optimistic and radiant in 
life, he was sure of the future when called 
away after long years of useful service. The 
testimony came from one of whom a fellow- 
minister in England wrote: “Few men since 
Wesley will survive so long in the esteem of 
Methodists.” 


Imaginary Conversation on Immortality 
John 16:31. “Do ye now believe?” 


Willa Cather, in her novel “One of Ours,” 
imagines a conversation between Gerhardt and 
Claude Wheeler in the trenches in France as 
they face probable death. Gerhardt is a tal- 
ented violinist. 

“Since I’ve been over here this time,” says 
Gerhardt, “I’ve come to believe in immortality. 
Do you?” 

Claude, confused, replies, “I hardly know. 
I’ve never been able to make up my mind.” 

“Oh, don’t bother about it!” returns Ger- 
hardt. “If it comes to you, it comes. You don’t 
have to go after it. I arrived at it in quite the 
same way I used to get things in art—knowing 
them and living on them before I understood 
them. Such ideas used to seem childish to me.” 
—Roy Wallace Thomas. 
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DYNAMIC SINGING 
IN CHURCH AND SCHOOL 


‘THESE new and different hymnals are 
acclaimed by all denominations. They re- 
vitalize the music of your Church and Sunday 
School. They inspire the kind of singing that 
stirs the heart and soul to deeper conviction 
and greater Christian achievement. 
Exclusive Feature; New lacquered bindings that are tar- 


nish-proof and wear-resisting. Yours at 
no added cost. 


“The Service Hymnal” represents 
the best and latest development in 
church music. Contains all the hymns 
of beauty that are familiar and pre- 
cious. Hymns grouped by classifica- 
tion. A complete service book of 480 
pages. Attractive binding, gold em- 
bossed. Price per 100, not prepaid, $60. 


“Devotional Hymns” A conven- 
ient all-purpose book of 288 pages for 
church and school use. Richin hymns 
for children and young peopleas well 
as the treasured masterpieces of the 
ages. Silk maroon cloth binding, title 
gold embossed, price per 100, not pre- 
paid, $40.00. Bristol binding, $25.00. 


Both books issued in round and 

shaped notes, Complete orchestra- 

tion for 16 instruments in 9 volumes. 
Write for returnable samples. Give 
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THE HEBREW HERITAGE, A STUDY OF ISRAEL’S 

CULTURAL AND SPIRITUAL ORIGINS 
By Charles W. Harris, Head of the Department of Re- 

ligion, and Chaplain, Lafayette College, Easton, Pa. 

ppg Press. 370 pp. with illustrations and maps. 
2.50. 

A scholarly and interesting book. It is in part the 
result of study and travel in the Near East. It is not a 
book on Hebrew religion, nor is it a history of the 
Hebrew people, but a study of Hebrew cultural and 
religious backgrounds and of the environment which 
affected the Hebrews throughout their early history. 
The book is divided into five parts: the first describes 
the genesis and development of early cultures, particu- 
larly Semitic origins; and the Sumerians and the Egyp- 
tians; the second, outlines the rise and growth of the 
Hebrew nation and the influence of the culture and the 
cults of Canaan; the third, shows the religious and moral 
values in Hebrew prophecy; the fourth, outlines religious 
thought of non-Semitie neighboring states, particularly 
Persian and Greek religions; and the fifth, describes the 
leading ideas of post-exilic Judaism, especially as found 
in the Psalms, Job and Ecclesiastes. The book is evi- 
dently intended for use as a college text, as well as for 
popular use. Each chapter gives a list of the best books 
on its topic, for supplementary reading. The volume 
describes, in outline, the intellectual and religious forces 
which deeply influenced Hebrew religious thought— 
which is, of course, the unique Hebrew cultural and 
spiritual heritage. 


RELIGION AND THE CHURCH TOMORROW 
Fred B. Wyand, Editor. Cokesbury. 22 pp. $2.00. 

A symposium. The editor is convinced that the 
Church’s mission should be re-interpreted and re- 
emphasized. He holds that its mission is both world- 
wide and man-wide—intensive as well as extensive. 
While the Church, he says, must go‘into all the world 
to preach the Gospel, it must enter also all the avenues 
of the world—economic, social, political, moral, and 
spiritual. On the whole, the editor has secured for this 
symposium outstanding thinkers and leaders in their 
special fields. For example, Dr. Beaven maintains that 
the world of tomorrow will need religion, and gives co- 
gent reasons for his opinion. Bishop McConnell states 
strongly the Church’s duty to work for social and eco- 
nomic justice. Dr. Roy H. Adams, a noted pacifist, 
makes a strong appeal for world peace. Dr. Karl R. 
Stolz outlines the Church’s contribution to mental 
health. Dr. Bader, well-known and successful evangelist, 
makes a strong case for evangelism if the world of to- 
morrow is to Christianize the world. Dr. Shackford 
stresses the need for a socially-dynamic program of 
Christian education. Dean Lynn Harold Hough, a prince 
of preachers, declares that the secret of deathless in- 
fluence seems to belong to the preacher in whom the 
very soul of the Bible lives again. Roger W. Babson, a 
leading business statistician, and loyal church member, 
laments that the Church of today is sadly behind the 
times; and he shows how the Church may become more 
efficient. He urges that sermons should be spiritually 
vitalized; that pastoral visitation should be carried on 
diligently for “the minister who is in the homes of his 
members through the week will have the members from 
the homes in church on Sunday.” He makes a strong 
plea for building up church attendance if there is to be 
a church at all tomorrow. Babson’s contribution to this 
symposium is the most practical and constructive of 
them all. Dr. W. H. Leach gives sound advice on the ad- 
ministrative technique of the church. The closing con- 
tribution is by Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, on the 
Church’s organic and spiritual unity. It is brilliant, 
practical and urgent. 


CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 
By Charles S. Macfarland, D. D., General Secretary 

Emeritus, The Federal Council of Churches in Amer- 

ica. Revell. 204 pp. $1.50. 

This is a keen estimate of 41 recent important books 
on contemporary theology; N. T. Revelation; human 
salvation: personal and social; Christian ethics; religion 
and modern psychology; the Church: Its nature and 
mission; studies in Christian history; Humanism: the 
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common foe; Christian unity in perspective; and Con- 
temporary trends and tendencies. This book gives its 
readers a conspectus of some of the best Christian 
thought of today; it is critical—in the best sense, reveal- 
ing both its strength and its weakness; it will guide 
especially the thinking of ministers who read its pages 
with intelligence and eagerness to learn what is most 
interesting and important in today’s Christian thought. 


CONTEMPORARY CONCEPTS OF TIME AND THE 

IDEA OF GOD 
By E. A. Ramige, Ph. D. The Stratford Co., Boston, 

Mass. 132 pp. $1.50. 

This book deals with an abstruse but very important 
topic—the relation of contemporary concepts of time to 
our idea of God. The discussion deals with problems of 
time in connection with scientific, psychological, and 
metaphysical questions. Dr. Ramige surveys various 
theories of physical time, from Newton to Einstein; 
from Kant to Bergson, on psychological time; and from 
Royce to A. E. Taylor, on metaphysical time. In the 
first classification, there is the transcendent aspect of 
present time to look beyond the present; in the second, 
future time which implies faith; and the third, in philo- 
sophical idea of the eternal, shows that this concept 
itself may be born out of deeper reflection on time. Re- 
flection on the moral life in its relation to time leads to 
a search for an adequate idea of God. ‘Whether we think 
of God as being in the values or the values in God.” Dr. 
Ramige concludes, “we believe it gives our world an 
added significance and meaning, to have some such con- 
cept where or in which the temporal and the eternal are 
united.” An excellent brief bibliography, together with 
a list of important magazine articles, is appended. 


THE CENTRALITY OF CHRIST 
By William Temple, Archbishop of York and Primate of 

England. Four lectures delivered at the College of 

Preachers, Washington, D. C. Morehouse. 115 pp. 

$1.00. 

These lectures discussed: Revelation; The Incarna- 
tion; Sin and Atonement; and Christianity, Ethics and 
Politics. The Archbishop warns his readers that these 
lectures are not to be regarded as a complete statement, 
even in outline, of the subjects handled. He is widely 
recognized as one of the greatest thinkers and writers 
in the Anglican communion. These lectures, though 
condensed and only outlines, illustrate his profound 
thought and lucid speech. 


THE WAY OF THE CROSS 

By Joseph A. Vance, D. D., Pastor of the First Presby- 
terian Church, Detroit, Mich. Revell. 62 pp. Price 
not stated. 

Sixteen meditations on the Way of the Cross. Brief 
though they are, they will touch the heart of every 
reader, and make an unforgetable impression on him of 
the meaning, power, and spiritual glory of the Cross. 


PRECIOUS THINGS OF THE BIBLE 
By Otto C. Seymour, Ph. D., Minister, First Presbyterian 

Church, Joplin, Mo. Revell. 147 pp. $1.50. 

Dr. Seymour has found in the Bible many texts on 
“precious” things, and has preached on them with 
spiritual profit both tohimself and his congregation, 
This volume includes sermons on twelve of “precious” 
texts. They are excellent discourses and homiletically 
and spiritually edifying. They are well illustrated from 
literature and life. The sermons deal with “precious” 
things in Scripture, such as the precious Word, life, 
seed, thoughts, wisdom, corner stone, soul, death, blood, 
faith, great promises, and the precious Christ. These 
messages made a deep impression on the author’s con- 
gregation, which urged him to publish these unique 
addresses. 


HEAVEN AND CHARING CROSS, SERMONS ON THE 
HOLY EUCHARIST 
By Rev. Ronald A. Knox. Dutton. 90 pp. $1.25. 
The odd and striking title is taken from a poem by 
Francis Thompson: 
“The traffic of Jacob’s ladder 
Pitched between Heaven and Charing Cross.” 
These sermons are essentially for Catholic readers— 
Father Knox is a convert to the Roman Catholic faith— 
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COKESBURY GOOD BOOKS 


The Great Evangel 
By LYNN HAROLD HOUGH 


In this book Dr. Hough places his finger upon many 
of the acute problems of the ministry. His analysis of 
these problems and approaches to their solutions are 
made through compelling and keenly appropriate illus- 
trations. “Keen analysis, a solid grasp of historical 
Christianity, and a flashing form of statement make 
this a signal contribution to the literature of evangel- 


ism.”— Religious Book Club Bulletin. $1.50 


Sermon Hearts from the 
Psalms compiled By WILLIAM H. LEACH 


In 600-word outlines. Dr. Leach presents the gist of 
150 notable sermons on themes and texts from the 
Psalms. Perorations, powerful climaxes, notable and 
striking passages are left verbatim in the outlines. The 
best preaching of yesterday and today by the great 
preachers of the United Kingdom and of the United 
States: Spurgeon, Maclaren, Brooks, Vandyke, Gilkey, 
Bowie, Chappell, Newton, Moffatt, Palmer, Clausen, 
Bruner, Ward, et al. $2.00 


Religion and the Church To- 


MOrrow By Abrams, Babson, Bader, Beaven, 
Cavert, Hough, Leach, McConnell, Shackford, Stolz, 
Wyand (Editor) 

A searching preview of the opportunities, the prob- 
lems, the responsibilities and the privileges of the 
church in the day that is just ahead. “Dealing as it 
does with ten important phases of the church’s life by 
authorities and leaders in their respective fields, this 
book deserves pondering.”— Christian Century. $2.00 


A Book of Chapel Talks 
By ELBERT RUSSELL 


Marked by refreshing brevity and clear-cut illustra- 
tions, Dr. Russell’s sixty-two addresses to Duke 
University students furnish preachers, teachers and 
youth-counselors with material of an unusually high 
order in the field of religion, morals and character 
education. “There is little theology but much religion 
in these talks.” — Church Management. $1.00 


We Face Calvary—and Life! 
By G. RAY JORDAN 


This book contains ten sermons on the application 
of the lessons learned from the closing days of Jesus’ 
ministry to the world in which we live today. The Way 
of Christ, The Challenge of the Cross, Disillusioned 
But Not Embittered, Loud Praise or Living Portrayal, 
Immortality and a Disillusioned World, are some of 
the striking sermon themes. $1.00 


Songs from the Slums 
By TOYOHIKO KAGAWA 


Introduction and biographical sketch by Dr. Sher- 
wood Eddy. In this little book one can “hear and feel 
the heart-beat,” discover Kagawa’s ‘deepest inspira- 
tion, his fullest consecration, his source of spiritual 
power,” and “catch the passion of one of the greatest 
Christians of our time.” The first book to read about 
Kagawa. His best seller in America today. $1.00 


Chappell’s Special Day 
Sermons By CLOVIS G. CHAPPELL 


In sixteen sermons Dr. Chappell gives the needed 
emphasis for such days as Easter, Pentecost, Mother’s 
Day, Father’s Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas. His 
sermons for Sabbath-Observance Day, Go-to-Church 
Sunday, Church Budget Sunday, Layman’s Day, 
Communion Sunday and other days peculiarly the 
Church’s own furnish much helpful preaching ma- 
terial. $1.50 


The Origin of Religion 
By SAMUEL M. ZWEMER 


The distinguished professor of the History of Relig- 
ions at Princeton University in a book that reminds us 
the source of our monotheistic religion; a source of rare 
value. $2.00 


Sources of Power in Famous 
Lives By WALTER C. ERDMAN 


Freshly done, and geared to the contemporary needs, 
these studies in the spiritual resources of Bunyan, 
Penn, Livingstone, Wesley, Mary Slessor, Lee, Brad- 
ford, Father Damien, Pasteur, and sixteen other great 
characters of secular and religious history offer many 
sermonic illustrations, and a wealth of suggestions for 
character motivation. $1.00 


The Way, The Truth, The Life 
By HENRY M. EDMONDS 


Simple, vital, dynamic preaching. “Quotations and 
illustrations are excellent . . . takes one into highways 
and byways which are not often traveled.” — Garrett 
Tower. $1.50 


Sermons On Old Testament 
Heroes By CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY 


Eighteen biographical sermons “showing the real 
technique of biographical preaching — how sin and 
righteousness worked in the lives of men in that early 
time; and the Old Testament living message for the 
present time.”— Religious Telescope. $1.50 


COKESBURY PRESS « Nashville « At Your Bookstore 


$$. ee 
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but they will help devout Protestants.. They may re- 
ject much of his creed, but they will be inspired by his 
faith. These homilies deal with the beauty and mystic 
power of each part of the Mass. 


O MEN OF GOD 

By Canon B. Iddings Bell, Litt. D. Introduction by the 
Bishop of London. Longmans, New York. 117 pp. 
$1.00. 


This is the second time that an American has written 
for the Bishop of London, a Lent book for his diocese. 
Canon Bell makes a strong appeal that men should claim 
their heritage as sons of God and to live as such. He 
analyzes the Biblical description of man as created for 
God and to share his fellowship. This is a keen and bril- 
liant book. It is written for the intelligent and thought- 
ful. Contents: The Nature of Man, The Successful 
Man, The Changing Scene, The Crumbling Code, Again 
Toward God, Two Paths to Reality, and Redemption. 


RELIGION IN LIFE, A BOOK FOR LENT 
By various authors, with a Foreword by the Bishop of 
London. Longmans, New York. 131 pp. $1.10. 


These chapters are on the thought of God in human 
life, ruled by one’s thoughts of God. The topics and 
writers are: The First Requisite—A Right Idea of God, 
by Rev. W. P. G. McCormick; The Groundwork of God’s 
Character, by (the late) Bishop Brent; The Word Be- 
came Flesh, by Rev. G. A. Studdert Kennedy; What 
Think Ye of Christ? by Bishop Woodward of Bristol; 
Crucified, by Evelyn Underhill; The Approach of the 
Holy Ghost, by Rev. G. F. Holden; The Primary Need— 
Conversion, by Archbishop Temple; Self-consercation, 
by the Very Rev. W. R. Inge; A Defense of Incredulity, 
by Rev. W. H. Elliott; and Easter Morning, by the Right 
Rev. H. H. Montgomery, Prelate of the Order of St. 
Michael and St. George. 


I DISCOVER THE ORIENT 
By Fletcher S. Brockman. Harpers. 211 pp. $2.00. 


The author was one of the outstanding missionaries 
to China. He served the Chinese people for twenty-five 
years. His career was brilliant, and far-reaching in its 
influence. He was an intimate friend of many promient 
Chinese leaders, among whom were Sun Yat-Sen, Gen. 
Chiang Kai-Shek, Mme. Chiang Kai-Shek, H. H. Kung, 
and many other well-known Chinese leaders. In fact, 
he stands high in the esteem and affection of a multitude 
of Chinese. His narrative of his experiences in China is 
of extraordinary interest. During his service in China 
he witnessed the Boxer uprising, the fall of the Manchu 
dynasty, the establishment of the Republic, and the 
efforts of Sun Yat-Sen and his successors to develop a 
national regime. Out of these wide experiences, Mr. 
Brockman not only changed his ideas of the Chinese 
people themselves, learning to admire their intellectual 
ability and their culture, but also of their loyalty to Con- 
fucius and his teaching. He came to believe that Chris- 
tianity would do well to incorporate some of Confucius’ 
teachings into the Christian system. He came slowly to 
understand that for a nation to change its civilization is 
an adventure frought with difficulty and peril. He 
found, for example, Christianized Confucians who bore 
testimony to Christ, but hated the un-Christian attitude 
of the Church in China to the wrongs perpetrated upon 
the Chinese people. Mr. Brockman came at length to 
believe that some of the Chinese religious ideas might 
well be incorporated with Christianity—just as hap- 
pened to Greek and Roman thought in the days of early 
Christianity. Mr. Brockman ‘‘discovered the Orient’’— 
its culture, ethics, and religions, and found much to 
admire in them. To fundamentalists, some of Mr. 
Brockman’s conclusions will seem betrayal of Christian- 
ity; on the other hand, liberals will regard them as 
sound and truly Christian. 


NORMATIVE PSYCHOLOGY OF RELIGION 
By Henry Nelson Wieman and Regina Westcott Wie- 
man. Crowell. 564 pp. $3.50. 


Dr. H. N. Wieman is professor of religion and theory 
of value. Dr. Regina Westcott Wieman, his wife, col- 
laborated with her husband in writing this book. She 
is, like her husband, a brilliant scholar and teacher. She 
is a consulting psychologist interested in problems of in- 
dividual and family adjustment, and a lecturer in these 
and related subjects. This book approaches the study of 
the psychology of religion from the viewpoint of serving 
the practical interests of religious living and religious 


teaching. The Wiemans have chosen this standpoint. 
They call it ‘normative’ psychology; and norms, as 
they use the term, “‘are inseparable from functions, be- 
ing nothing else than specifications of what the func- 
tions require.’”” The emphases of these writers are put 
upon the practical problems of religion in personal and 
family life, and in church and society. They describe 
Jesus as a master in this field; he delivers, as of old, 
those obsessed by demons of fear and other disturbing 
emotions, from inferiority and other complexes; and 
they hold that Jesus practiced a technique of salvation in 
character and personality, in harmony with the princi- 
ples of modern psychology. Other psychological func- 
tions in religious living include, they say, are faith and 
belief, prayer, sin and forgiveness, conversion and the 
redemptive process, mystical experience, etc.; but when 
these authors speak of religion it is in important 
aspects, not Christianity at all. For example, take Dr. 
Wieman’s conception of theism. He describes God as 
meaning, growth, process, unity, highest value, supreme- 
ly worthful, etc.; but these are not personality; these 
terms are not Christian definitions of God. Christianity 
is a theistic religion. In spite of Wieman’s belief in 
worship, prayer, forgiveness, they are not experiences of 
communion with a personal God. We find in Wieman’s 
writing the persistence of terms implying personality of 
God; but apparently Wieman does not believe in a per- 
sonal God. It is true, as he says, that theological terms 
change and creeds change; but they are still recogniz- 
able as Christianity. The fundamental beliefs of Chris- 
tianity are: a personal God; a savior, who rose from the 
dead, and lives immortal; and salvation through a per- 
sonal Christ. Dr. Wieman’s God is not the God of the 
N. T. nor of historic Christianity—at least it will appear 
so to Christians generally. It is possible that we have 
misread and therefore misunderstood Wieman. We 
gladly acknowledge that there is much that will be 
helpful to readers of this sincere and brilliant book. 


FOOTPRINTS IN PALESTINE 

By Madeleine S. Miller, wife of Dr. Lane Miller, Pastor, 
Central M. E. Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. With a Com- 
mendation by Field Marshall Viscount Allenby. 
Revell. 23 pp. $2.50. 


Profusely illustrated. A fascinating travel book, both 
in text and illustrations. It depicts the Palestine of 
today, and of the centuries past. The pictures, selected 
from many hundred fine photographs were taken by the 
author’s husband, illustrate the Palestine of today and 
of its historic sites of uncounted yesterdays. Both Dr. 
and Mrs. Miller have made several special trips to 
places where excavations are in progress, and point out 
their significance. The book gives a panorama of Pales- 
tine. It tells of the great personalities who have left 
their impress upon this historic land—the prophets of 
Israel, Jesus, Paul, the Crusaders, Arab ardent nation- 
alists, and the idealistic Jewish colonists of today. Some 
of the noted new buildings in Jerusalem are The Nathan 
and Lina Straus Health Center, The New Palestine 
Archaeological Museum, Jericho Road (each given by 
an American) ; the Hebrew University on Mount Scopus, 
a million dollar Y. M. C. A., hospitals, churches, banks, 
a modernistic railway station, ete. This is largely a 
“different”? (to use a hackneyed word) description of 
Palestine. Ministers and others interested in the Holy 
Land will find in this book information, interpretation, 
and illustration of Palestine. 


OUTFITTING FOR SPIRITUAL MARRIAGE, A HAND- 
BOOK ON GETTING AND STAYING MARRIED, 
THROUGH APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY, SOCIOLOGY 
AND RELIGION 

By Floyd Van Keuren, D. D., Executive Secretary of the 
Social Service Commission of the Diocese of New 
York. Morehouse. 166 pp. $1.75. 


_ While this book stresses the spiritual side of marriage, 
it includes other important aspects of the marital rela~ 
tionship. It puts its main emphasis on the spiritual 
forces which unify marriage. Dr. Keuren writes out of 
a wide and successful pastoral experience and as a social 
worker. He knows the various factors, spiritual and 
otherwise, which ordinarily lead to a successful mar- 
riage—physical, psychological, sociological and religious. 
This book will be fourid valuable to couples planning to 
marry; as a source-book for ministers giving pre-mari- 
tal instruction; and as a textbook for young people’s 
classes in home-making and parenthood. In an appendix, 
there is information about the customary etiquette for 
weddings. A sound, sensible, informing and practical 
discussion. 


April, 1936 


Significant New Books 


PSYCHOLOGY AND THE 
PROMETHEAN WILL 


By Witu1am H. Suerpon, Ph.D., M.D. Every preacher 
will find in this penetrating analysis of the problem of keep- 
ing alive the will to face the future and to develop intellec- 
tual and emotional elements of the personality to the fullest, 
the foundations for a religious psychology and educational 
philosophy of the utmost importance. $2.50 


A GRAIN OF WHEAT 


By Kacawa. A simple, moving story of modern Japan, 
which weayes into the narrative an explanation of the 
workings of the Christian Co-operatives. $1.00 


PRESENT THEOLOGICAL 
TENDENCIES 


By Epwin Ewart Ausrey. A significant digest of the 
various schools of contemporary thought and a concise 
statement of the problems confronting religion today. 
2nd printing. $2.00 


DRAW NEAR WITH FAITH 


By Samuet S, Drury. A new book on the Holy Communion, 
addressed to those who have drifted away from it or who 
do not understand it. $1.25 


Recent Additions to Harpers Monthly Pulpit 


March .. . . OUR COMMON LOYALTY 


By ParLemon F, Sturces 


Apri .... THUNDER OVER SINAI 


By Epwin McNett Poreart, Jr. 


HARPER & BROTHERS, New York 


THE so 
RESOURCES 
OF RELIGION 


GEORGIA HARKNESS 


Because of its exceptionally lucid 
portrayal of the meaning of re- 
ligion and of its high significance 
for modern life, it was chosen 


as the March selection of the 
Religious Book Club. 


$2 


HENRY HOLT & COMPANY 


One Park Avenue Y New York 
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CHRIST AND HIS CROSS 


By W. RUSSELL MALTBY 


MM The author is master of high thought and beautiful 
language. Two-thirds of the book is occupied with 
devotional discussions of subjects such as, The 
Paradox of the Cross, Why They Crucified Him, 
Why Jesus Laid Down His Life. Then follows a 
scholarly study of the interpretations of the Cross, 
all of which claim high authority but none of which 
are without challenge. Net, $1.50, postpaid 


MEN WHO LEFT A NAME 


Giving Young People a Glimpse Into 
Modern Church History 


By E. LEIGH MUDGE 


Hi The complete history of the modern Christian 
Church cannot be crowded into one volume, but one 
may get a fairly accurate although partial view of 
this large section of human history by the study of 
representative leaders. This book makes vivid a 
number of stages in the development of the Church 
through descriptions of outstanding men and 
women. Net, 50 cents, postpaid 


THE CHURCH WE LOVE 


By LUTHER B. LOVEJOY 


Hl Provide each member of your Every Member Can- 
vass Committee with a copy of this book. It fits 
every day of the year — Christmas, Easter, Good 
Friday, New Year’s, Sunday, Monday, and the 
Fourth of July. One of its objects is to make the 
Christian life, and the Christian Church, what they 
are intended to be. Net, 25 cents, postpaid 


THE CHURCH THAT WAS 
AND IS TO BE 8y w. L. EWING 


Hl This little book was prepared to fill a long-felt need 
often expressed by laymen that there should be 
some comprehensive connection between the early 
Church which was founded at Pentecost and the 
present-day Church. It shows how the Church lost 
its power and piety when it became politically power- 
ful; how that after many trials and persecutions 
again at Aldersgate hearts were strangely warmed, 
and those with this new experience became a dy- 
namic force for righteousness in the sin-sick world. 

Net, 25 cents, postpaid 


At the Better Bookshops 


THE ABINGDON PRESS 


NEW YORK CINCINNATI CHICAGO 
Boston Pittsburgh San Francisco 
Detroit Kansas City Portland, Ore. 
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APRIL PRAYER MEETINGS 


© SHIRLEY SWETNAM STILL 


I. Spring 

Decorate with flowers, willows, or any 
spring-time emblems. Use a blackboard with 
the word “spring” on it, arranged for an 
acrostic. 

Songs for the meeting: “Holy, Holy, Holy,” 
“There’s Sunshine in My Soul Today,” “This Is 
My Father’s World,’ “Praise Him, Praise 
Him.” 

By the choir, ‘The Awakening Chorus.” 

Scripture Readings: 1. Isa. 18:5; 2. Song of 
Solomon 2:11-13a. 

Prayers: 1. Prayer of thanksgiving for 
Spring; 2. Prayer of aspiration; 3. The Bene- 
diction. 

Acrostic of talks: “What to Do in Spring,” 
by six speakers, each of whom adds his word, 
or the missing letters of his word to the word 
“Spring” on the blackboard. Limit each 
speaker to five minutes. 

S—ee. Really look at God’s beautful earth. 
How many of us go through life with eyes 
closed to the beauty about us. 

P—ray. Give more time to prayer than you 
have given before. 

R—ejoice. Walk joyfully before the Lord. A 
talk on being happy. 

I—nvestigate. Study. Learn something this 
spring. 

N—eed. Feel your need of God’s fellowship 
and presence in your life. 

G—ive. Share your joy and friendship with 
God and all the glory of the springtime 
with those you meet. 


II. Preparation for Easter 

The church is undecorated at the beginning 
of the meeting, and the program is followed 
without announcement except that the congre- 
gational hymns are announced by the leader of 
song. The congregation does not have copies 
of the program, which should seem to grow up 
before their eyes. This meeting should not be 
held in a prayer-meeting room, but in the regu- 
lar church auditorium. 

The meeting begins when a group of chil- 
dren, every fourth one bearing an Easter lily 
in a pot, march up the aisle, singing to the air 
of “Have Thine Own Way Lord.” 

After this song the children place the lilies 
on the audience-floor in spots previously 
marked, so that a line is lilies is the basis of the 
decoration. 

After the children have taken their places 
in the Junior choir, the women march in sing- 


ing, “He Lives on High,” which is arranged in 
most hymnals to the air of “Farewell to Thee.” 
Every fourth woman bears a pot of greenery, 
which pots when placed, form a green bank 
around the pulpit. The women take their 
places in the choir. 

The men march in, singing “Christ Arose.” 
The women and the children join in the chorus 
of this song. The men bring vases and baskets 
of flowers which they place in previously ap- 
pointed spots. 

The congregation and all choirs join in 
“Coronation.” 

The minister comes forward and takes his 
place behind the pulpit-stand, and reads Matt. 
28:1-10. 

A prayer. 

Congregational song, Charles 
“Christ the Lord Is Risen.”’ 
Talk by the minister: 

Easter.” I Cor. 15:42-45. 

I. Easter is a season of gladness. 

1. Spring. 

2. Awakening life. 

8. Resurrection of Christ. 

II. Easter is a season of reconsecration. 

1. It was the Easter triumph that 
caused the apostles to follow Christ 
till death. 

2. It was the risen Christ who could 
command Paul. 

3. Because of the resurrection we are 
glad to-.reconsecrate our lives to 
Christ. 


III. How, then, shall we prepare ourselves 
for Easter? 
1. Prepare our hearts for new inspira- 
tion, 
2. Prepare our minds for renewed 
faith. 
3. Prepare our hands for new service. 
Song, ‘Praise God from Whom All Blessings 
Flow.” 
Benediction. 


Wesley’s 


“Preparation for 


III. Soul-Winning 

Music: “I Have a Friend, You Ought to 
Know Him,” “Will There Be Any Stars in My 
Crown?” Second stanza only of “I'll Go 
Where You Want Me to Go,’ “Rescue the 
Perishing,” ‘“‘Throw Out the Life-Line.” 

Special music: Begin the meeting with a 
violin solo, ““Must I Go and Empty-Handed?” 
Solo, “Someone Must Tell Them Who Knows.” 

Prayers: 1. That we may be soul-winners; 
2. For the lost. 


214 


April, 1936 


CONFERENCE FOR MINISTERS 
and Other Religious Workers 


at 
UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


Three One-Week Units 
July 7-11, 13-17, 20-24 


Enroll for one, two or three weeks 


Lectures and Discussions on Preaching 
Problems of Religious Leadership 
Recent Results in Scholarship 
Contemporary Social Issues 


Faculty Includes: Henry Sloane Coffin, 
Walter M. Horton, Kenneth S. Latourette, 
Edmund B. Chaffee, Charles A. Hawley, 
Harold C. Phillips, John C. Bennett, Ernest 
BE. Scott, Henry P. Van Dusen, Harrison S. 
Elliott, Henry H. Tweedy, and others. 


SIX WEEKS' SUMMER SESSION 
July 7 to August 14 
(For Ministers, Professors, and others) 


Address 
Director of Summer Courses 
UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
3041 Broadway, New York City 


PECIAL 
LIDE... 
ERVICE 


Metal Mat Glass Slides made to your indi- 
vidual order from your own copy or from an 
exhaustive list of world-famous paintings by 
the old and present-day masters are available 
from National Pictures Service, Inc., on short 
notice at unheard of low prices. 

60c each 


4O€ each 
Black and white Hand colored 


Metal Mat Slides are 
practically unbreak- 
able, light in weight, 
clear, sharp. Guar- 
anteed to give satis- 
faction. Send 10c for 
sample slide. Depart- 
ment Ex-4. 


NATIONAL PICTURES SERVICE, Inc. 
324 East Third Street Cincinnati, O. 
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“THE SANITARY” (nivicsl’ CUPS 


Communion 
Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
The individual communion 
service permits an impres- 
sive ceremony. We _ intro- 
duced individual cups. We 
make the finest quality of 
beautiful polished trays and 
supply thousands of satis- 
fied congregations, Send for 
free Catalog with quota- 
tions, 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
; Rochester, N. Y. 


Box 396-Dept. E. 


THE HALL ORGAN CO. 
WEST HAVEN, CONN. 


Each instrument individually designed 
and constructed by HALL craftsmen. 


ANY pastors have racked their brains 

for a method to reach all the people 
of the community, especially those who sel- 
dom, if ever, attend church services. Pro- 
gressive ministers have learned there is noth- 
ing better than a parish paper to accomplish 
this work. 


If you use our service you can keep the 
whole community informed, which will re- 
sult in increased attendance and larger 
offerings. We will supply your church with a 
worthwhile parish paper at a fraction of the 
price charged by ordinary printers. Stand- 
ardization and mass production makes this 
possible. 


May wesend you particulars and samples? 
Does not obligate you in any way. 


The National Religious Press, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Send me free of charge full particulars and samples. 


Exp.-April 
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Palm Sunday 
Good Friday 
Easter Sunday 
Ascension 
Pentecost 
Trinity Sunday 
Evangelism 
Mother’s Day 
Marriage 
Memorial Day 
Children’s Day 
Baccalaureate 
Commencement 


These are just a few of the 


vital topics discussed in 


The Minister’s Annual 


1936 


by eminent preachers 


You may still have a copy of this 
volume FREE with your subscription. 


You, too, can preach sermons that 
will draw eager congregations to hear 
the Word, by studying the methods of 
others and applying the results of such 
study in your own preaching. 


Provide yourself with the most ac- 
ceptable help offered by mailing your 
subscription TODAY. 


The Expositor & Homiletic Review, 
815 Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio 
Please send me at once the free Minister’s 
Annual for 1936 and enter my subscription 
for the inclosed $3.25. 


Personal testimonies: Ask all the people who 
were won to Christ by a personal word from 
someone to stand. Then ask everyone in the 
room who will speak a definite word to someone 
about Christ before the week is out to raise 
their hands. 

Bible reading by a young man, Jno. 1:40-42. 

Sermon for Soul-Winners: “Winning the 
Ordinary Man.” Jno. 1:45-51. 

I. The soul-winner was an ordinary man. 

1. He was not a great leader. This 
was before he became an apostle. 

2. He had not known Christ very long. 

8. Perhaps he did not know just what 
he ought to say. 

II. The message was an ordinary message, 
and yet it was the most effective mes- 
sage the world knows, even yet. 

1. “I have found Him’’—the personal 
testimony, 

2. “Of whom Moses and the prophets 
did write’”—Scriptural proof. 

8. “Come and See’”—the urgent invita- - 
tion. 

III. The man won was an ordinary man. 

1. We know of no great sermons that 
he preached. 

2. He held no position of power among 
the apostles. 

8. He wrote none of the New Testa- 
ment. 

4, But he was a real follower of Christ 
won by personal work. 

Conclusion: Are you an ordinary person? 
Go out and win ordinary people to Christ. 

e 


IV. Decision For Christ 
Songs: “Jesus Calls Us,” “Softly and Tend- 
erly Jesus Is Calling,” “I’m Praying for You,” 
“T Can Hear My Saviour Calling.” 
Bible readings, Jesus Calls Us. 
1. Mark 10:18,14. 
2. Matt. 16:24. 
8. Matt. 11:28-30. 
A Bible drill by a group of boys and girls: 
“How We Become Christians.” 
Testimony, “I’m Glad I Am a Christian,” by 
someone who has recently become a Christian. 
Testimony, “I’m Glad I Am a Christian,” by 
one who has been following Christ a long while. 
Talk, “Jesus Calls Us.” 
I. How Jesus calls us: 
1. Through our consciences. 
2. Through the lives of good people. 
38. Through songs. 
4. Through His ministers. 
5. Through His word. 
II. How we answer the call. 
1. By believing a beautiful truth. 
2. By obeying the tenderest voice. 
3. By beginning the beautiful life. 
Close the meeting with the invitation of the 
gospel. 
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Dept, 18 


PRACTICAL HELP for teachers 
of the International Uniform Lessons 


The Sunday-School World 


The use of this monthly teachers’ magazine 
will bring new meaning and fresh interest to 
your weekly lessons. Such well-known writers 


as Dr. William Evans, Elizabeth Hubbard 
Bonsall, and Harry Edwards Bartow (author 
of the Superintendent’s Guide) assure you 
of a wealth of helpful material. 


Send for free specimen copy 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street 


PROTECTION 
At Low Cost— New Plan 


Write today for details of Month FREE 
on Introductory Membership Offer. In- 
surance available only to Church Members 
and Clergy—hence Low Easy Cost and 
Prompt aid and comfort when needed. 
Company maintains full legal _ reserve 
with surplus twice that of reserve. Founded to supply 
Church Members with sound insurance at the low rates 
they are entitled to by virtue of being better risks. 
Sick Benefits, Accident, Burial and Life Insurance 
including Endowments. No cost—no obligation to get 


details. 
Write today — (Giving date of birth) 
Pastors requested to write for cooperative plan. 
CHURCH MEMBERS’ RELIEF ASSN. 
J. K. Ake, President 


830 Occidental Building Indianapolis, Indiana 


FAVORITE GOSPEL SONGS 


} A FEW RECENT ORDERS 
City. 600 copies. 
Mich. 1500 copies. 


ton, Texas. 500 copies. 


ECONOMICAL BUT 
PRACTICAL 


sample, postpaid. 


Write for our FREE music 
catalog. 


LILLENAS PUBLISHING COMPANY 


“‘The Best in Gospel Music’’ 


== 


FORTHE LENTEN SEASON 


Seven Psalms 
by Adelaide Teague Case 


“J Believe in God...” 


50 cents 
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Philadelphia, Penna. 


| North Baptist Church, New York 
First Baptist Church, Pontiac, 
_C.E. Roberts, Evangelical, Hous- 


Only 15¢ a copy postpaid or $7.50 
per hundred, delivery extra. Men- 
tion this paper and send 10c for 


2923 Troost Ave., Kansas City, Mo- 


ELECTRIC 


N E ORGAN 


e Finest quality through- 
outeeasily installed any- 
where e satisfaction 
guaranteed e surprisingly 
powerful e superb tone 
quality e hundreds already 


in use. FROM 


$775. 
WICKS ORGAN CO. 


HIGHLAND, ILL. 


Booklet on Request 


Dept. E. 


STAINED GLASS 


Illustrated portfolio ‘Noteworthy 
Stained Glass Windows” sent free to 
Ministers. Also a copy of our '’Financ- 
ing Plan.” Please write on your 
church letterhead. 

Or 


Pittsburgh Stained Glass Studios 
Warden and McCartney Streets 
Pittsburgh, Penna. 


MOTHER’S DAY 


Make the day long to be remembered by 
the mothers and their children of your 
church! 

Attractive announcement folders and post 
cards, special Mother’s Day bulletins and 
souvenirs will aid you in preparing the 
special services in your church. 

Without obligation, complete samples of 
our Mother’s Day supplies will be sent you 
upon request. 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 


CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


Be sure to get our quotations on your 
next printing order 
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TO PERPETUATE 
HER MEMORY 


In every congregation is some 
man or woman who would welcome 


SN 


by Anna V. Rice a 4a 
The Superb Adventure 


75 cents the suggestion of Golden-Voiced Deagan Tower 


Chimes as a stately and living memorial to a de- 
parted loved one. May we tell you the full story. 


J, C. DEAGAN, Inc, 
141 Deagan Bldg., CHICAGO 


DEAGAN 


THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME 


ower imes. 
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by Winnifred Wygal - + + ~- 
Short Meditations on Spiritual Resources 


50 cents 


by Charlotte H. Adams + - + 35 cents 
Four guides to study, meditation and worship 


THE WOMANS PRESS 
600 Lexington Avenue New York, N. Y. 
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seer Prayers: 1. Of thanksgiving for the beauty 
[| FITS the Heart to 60D and fruitfulness of gardens; 2. Of petition 
i that we may grow in grace. 
Story of a garden that had bad gardeners, by 
a boy who has studied Matt. 21:33-41. 
Lessons from the garden. 
1. To be always growing. 
2. That we always need to be made bet- 


Aflame with power and sound in 
doctrine. Beloved hymns that in- 
voke God. Stirring Gospel songs 
that draw men to Christ. 


Veymns' 


ter. 
NUMBER TDREE 3. That if we do not root out the useless 
This unrivaled all-purpose book, ‘‘the Song Book of the things in our lives they will take pos- 
Nation,’’ is written out of deep spiritual conviction. 5 
New lacquered binding, tarnish-proof and wear-resisting. session. 
Exclusive feature at no extra cost. Prices—per 100 not 
prepaid: silk cloth, $50.00; bristol, $32.50. Orchestrated, e 


Ask for returnable sample—Give church and denom. 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 
322-D No. Waller Ave. Chicago, Ill. CHURCH BUILDING 


(Continued from page 187) 


D«<One FURNITURE (0 ly completed. Working drawings 

when properly done will clearly 
MAKERS OF FINE CHURCH WODUSORK indicate to the contractor what is 
required. For a church building 
this often requires 25 to 45 sheets 


of drawings from which many sets 
of blue-prints must be made_____ 11/5% 


50 € 42np5St- age ee 1505 RACE ST 
Meus Yore 4 PHikA- PA 


Division III. Specifications, Con- 
tract Documents and Letting of 
Contracts. 

: SA oe A Specifications need to be thorough 

and complete leaving nothing to be 

-Peuss: CHANCEL Furngrure: Fons: added later as “‘extras.”’ Prepara- 

“THE FACTORU- AT TOPTON PA- tion and thorough knowledge of 

hundreds of building materials 

and methods of construction. For 


=. a buliding to cost $125,000 about 

eats CGOWNS 170 typewritten pages of specifi- 
cations will be required_________ 11/5% 

iJ _peries, Hangings, ete. Fine |! (At this stage in the architectural 


\ materials, beauti k, pleas- : : 
[ess ieee! eta Sah nesta! service a total of 60% of the archi- 


tect’s fee should be paid.) 


Catalog and samples free. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 


1153 S. 4th St. Greenville, Ill. Division IV. Detailed Drawings 
Certain parts of the building— 


woodwork, stonework, windows, 


ORIGINAL SERMONS, SPEECHES, SPECIAL ate 5 

ARTICLES PREPARED FOR BUSY PASTORS | Stairways, wall sections, symbols, 
A time-saving Service at moderate rates and assembled parts must be fully 
Conference papers, scholarly reports, etc. described by large scale detailed 


AUTHOR'S RESEARCH BUREAU, aarp Mae drawings. Unless expert service is 
——————EEE— ee rendered in this division the build- 


ing will be only commonplace, 
ene cee My Friend,” “In the Garden,” and others will have o be paid to 
“Bringing in the Sheaves,’ “The Beautiful provide necessary details________ 11/5 % 
Garden of Prayer.” Division V. Architectural Supervi- 
Solo, First stanza only, ‘Thy Word Is Like sion. 
a Garden, Lord,” by a little child. Supervision of construction, draw- 
Three Bible Gardens: ing of contracts, letting of con- 
1. The Garden of Eden, Gen. 2:8-10, by tracts, auditing accounts, approv- 
a young person. ing monthly playments due con- 
2. The Garden of Gethsemane, Jno. 18:1, tractorspand sothercm =a eee 11/5% 
by a middle-aged person. mera 
8. Joseph’s Garden of Resurrection, Jno. Usual total minimum fee____ 6 % 
19:41-42, by an old person. September 11, 1935. 
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HILLGREEN, LANE & CO. 
Alliance, Ohio 


(Established 1898) 


Builders of Pipe Organs, for Churches, 
Residences and Schools, that are ap- 


proved by outstanding Organists as 
representing the highest ideals of artistic 
organ building. 


Prices quoted on high grade Sound 
Amplifying Equipment 
Inquiries Invited 


OSTERMOOR 


CHURCH CUSHIONS 


® For 80 years in 25,000 
churches. Built, not stuffed 
NOW AT NEW LOW PRICES 
rl ttm 


~Ah > li Me 


ESTIMATES 
FURNISHED 


Our Renovation Service Makes Old Cashion: New 


OSTERMOOR & CO., INC., Suite 22, No. 1 Park Ave., New York 


ATTRACT PASSERSBY 


Sheldon All-Aluminum Bulletins 
are designed to attract passersby. 
Modern in design, it will resist any 
and all weather conditions and 
retain its attractiveness without 
any upkeep expense whatsoever. 
Also inter-changeable corrosion- 
proof letters to fit any bulletin. 
Send for free catalog 
THE ASHTABULA SIGN COMPANY 
Box 134EH Ashtabula, Ohio 


yOu WILL BE ASKED 


To preach a BACCALAUREATE SERMON 
this year. . Will you have a fresh, chal- 
lenging, brilliant message for the class of "36? 


We offer just what you have been wanting 
to stimulate your own best thought. The 1936 
titles: 
NEW MEN FOR THE NEW DAY 
GOD’S WITH THE FLIERS 
YOUR ARCH OF TRIUMPH 
Indicate your choice sending only One Dollar for full length, 
original manuscript—outlines for the other two will be in- 
cluded. Satisfaction guaranteed. 


The Ministers 
IX (OMA WN Voend® WES JER aN AE 


Bureau 


OLIVET @ BOX 65 e ILLINOIS 
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FoR 
THIS 
COMPLETE Prem 


SECTIONAL” BOOKCASE 
with receding, Glass Doors 


The \®> "APARTMENT MODEL’ 
WINDSOR DESIGN Walnut Finish 
Sold DIRECT from Factory 
on 30 DAY APPROVAL 
Write for Catalog No. E-46 
showing many new attractive 
designs and arrangements at 
correspondingly Low Prices. 
C. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO. 
Est.1899 Little Falls, N. ¥. 


New York Showroom, 130 West 42nd St. 


GOWNS 
for the 
PULPIT and CHOIR 


When buying robes 
write to America’s 
oldest and largest 
manufacturer. 

Cotrell and Leonard Inc. 


Established 1832 
485 Broadway, Albany, N.Y. 


One Room or Many 
As Occasion Demands 


Y the use of Wilson Rolling Partitions large rooms 
can be quickly transformed into smaller ones for 
classes, meetings, etc. They are easily operated, and 
roll out of the way, vertically or horizontally. Can be 
installed in old as well as new buildings. 
Send for 32 page Catalogue No. 15 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 
ESTABLISHED 1876 
11 East 38th Street New York City 
Offices in all principal cities 


Tell your preacher friend about The Ex- 
positor. Reading it may help him over his 
greatest problem. 
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USED PIPE ORGAN 


We have several fine used pipe organs 
which we can sell with a new organ 


guarantee and service. 
Prices and specifications on request 


THOS. V. CONNER & SONS, Lima, Ohio 


Hundreds of New 
SPECIAL SERMONS—ADDRESSES 


Sixteen Supplements (loose leaf, to fit cover) Now Ready 
No. 18—Fifteen Funeral Sermons - - - $1.40 
No. 11—Fifteen Inspiring Revival Sermons - - 1.40 


PASTORS IDEAL BOOK COMPANY 
3618 E. Wabash Avenue Terre Haute, Indiana 


A Whole Year for $1.00 


THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching a pleasure! 


Write for Special Introductory Prices for 
Sunday Schools 
New York 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Ave., 


PULPIT«> CHOIR GOWNS ~ 


Pulpit Hangings—A tar Cloths 
Bible Markers—Communion Linens 
Vestment Specialists Since 1837 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


COX:SONS & VINING-INC.: 


, BV EAST 23RD STREET. NEW:-YORK, NY: 


Complete sets or individual 
pieces built to order. Com- 
munion Tables, Pulpits, Read- 
ing Desks, Baptismal Fonts, 
Pews, Pew Cushions, Altar 
Crosses, Collection Plates. 


CHURCH 
FURNITURE 


KELTNER MFG.CO. 
79 Main St., Ashley, O. 


Since. 1869 e 
rower, EF LLMO 
HOWELL 

Motion Picture Equipment 
for your church 


BELL & HOWELL COMPANY 
1830 LARCHMONT. AVENUE, CHICAGO 


Write for catalog 


TEEL FOLDING CHAIR 

Brand New. Upholstered back and seat. Rubber feet 
While they last, $16.00 a dozen 

REDINGTON COMPANY Scranton, Pa. 
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CHOIR AND CONSOLE 


PRELUDE 
Resurrection Morn ____-------—- Johnston 
Paean of Easter_ pas NY ______Mueller 
Christo, -Lriomphante. =) ee Yon 
Easter Dawn__~— pt oe Fee Og ers 
Break of Dawn____---~ ___Schnecker 


The. Palms- 3-442.) 233 Se Faure 


Paques Fleuries_______ ss _Mailly 
Chorus Magnus_—_—--—— Dubois 
Lamentation —__ are ____Guilmant 
Tarvoe == ee ae _Handel 
OFFERTORY 
In Springtimen = 2 eens Kinder 
Easter Pastorale______ = _Manney 
aster. orn = Avere= West 
Haster Offertory == Loret 
Sarabande__ BEST ae = =__ Bach 
Cavatinal == ae = __Raff 
Christ Lay in Bonds=] === Bach 
iamento=—— === be: ae _Bonnet 
Adagio ‘Triste 222 = =e Yon 
Preghieras = - = Ravanello 
ANTHEM 
They Have Taken Away My Lord___Stainer 
Awake, Thou That Sleepest________ Morris 
Christ, the Lord, Is Risen-_-—-__=___ Hosmer 
He. Is. Risens=>2=- 23s = _Simper 
Christ) IsWRisen] =.= == aes Schubert 
Jerusalem____- ____Parker-Rees 
When O’er the Steep of -Olivet____Maunder 
BesNotaMar trom Mess =a Matthews 
Rejoice Jerusalem and Sing__-_____ Nevin 
Ride On, Ride Ons Candlyn 
POSTLUDE 
Hosannah)2= S55 oS a ee Dubois 
Hosannah===————= == a _Wachs 
Alleluia 2-5 <6 s Se ee ee Rockwell 
Te Deum Lauddimus=]===22==2= Claussmann 
Chorale Jere Darke 
Stabat) Mater=22 === =— =e Lemaigne 
Passion Chorale_-_______— ee Reger 
iAdaciom ee 22 Viretblad 
From Conquest Unto Conquest eee Batiste | 
March Aux Hlambea vixen Barton 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


For Sale—De Vry Motion Picture Projec- 
tor Popular Suit Case Model 35MM. Cost 
$250.00. Sacrifice at $27.50. E. M. Diener, 
Maple Park, Illinois. 


Your Vacation—Plan now and save my 
attractive furnished summer home shores of 
Thayer Lake, twenty miles south of Petoskey, 
Michigan—reduced rental or sale to ministers. 
Rev. Clyde D. King, Waterman, Illinois. 

Wanted—Good late model movie projec- 
tor. Give complete description and best price. 
F. A. Ericson, 65 Wachusett St., Worcester, 
Massachusetts. 
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Choir-Pulpit-Gowns (Gmmunion Ware of Quality 
E. R. MOORE CO. Best Materials oF ST. ALUMINUM or 
Makers Since 1907 FINEST ~ 7 AA SILVER PLATE 


Workmansnp ea jee op fence 
932-938 DAKIN STREET CHICAGO 


Lowest Prices. Send for Illustrated Catalog 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 
Room 324 1701-1703 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia,Pa 


VICTOP, Portable Ask for List of 
$TEREOPTICON jail pa 


hase to Over SLIDE 


FILING CABINETS 


Four-drawer steel Letter File at only $2.00 per month» 
lowest prices. Index boxes, trays, cases, etc. Write for 
free illustrated circular and prices. 


Victor, Ammarocrars Cone, 
904 VITOP, BLDC., 
DAVENPOAT, 

IOWA, 


Complete Sermon File: Economical envelope system 
used as a personal sermon builder and file by ministers 
of all denominations. Sample free. 


CLERGY SUPPLY, Box 88, Newton, Kan. 


HYMN BOOK are a vital neces- 

sity to your con- 
gregation. Our hymnals will meet all of your 
requirements. Write: 


Samuel W. Beazley & Son 


3815 Armitage Ave. Chicago, Ill. 


Samples submitted on request 
BUY, EASTER COMMUNION SUPPLIES 


INDIVIDUAL 


COMMUNION SERVICE \Sceicize=” 
Send for Folder and SPECIAL 


SSS Ey 
OFFER at low prices. Tray and 


86 glasses $6 50up. Glasses $1.00 dozen. Outfits in Alumi- 
num, Chromium Plate, Silver Plate, Polished Wood, etc. 
Collection and Bread Plates. Pastor’s Sick Outfits, ete. 


Thomas Communion Service Co. Box 15 Lima, Ohio 


MITE BOXES 


For Missionary and Special Offer- 
ings. Catalog free. Samples of various 
styles sent on receipt of 25 cents. 


Edwards Folding Box Co. 


Manufacturers of Folding 
Paper Boxes of All Kinds 


27 N. 6th St. 
PHILADELPHIA 


4OIR GOWNS 

RULPIT VESTMENTS 
Hangings: Ornaments: Fringes: 
-Furnishingsand Supplies- 

CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 


BELLS reais 


Write for literature. Address Dept.|5 


BRONZED COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
also ART BRONZE TABLETS 


MEMORIAL and GIFT PLATES ‘s 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 


WL. CLARK CO.,, INc Manufacturers 
$2 LAFAYETTE ST., NEW YORK nt products 


FULLY ILLUSTRATED CATALOG ON REQUEST, 


m= CHURCH FURNITURE 


DIRECT FACTORY PRICES 


Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, Communion Tables, Altar 

Vases, Altar Crosses, Baptismal Fonts, Sunday Seheol 

Furniture. We allow for or sell your old equipment 
Catalogue and details on request. 


REDINGTON COMPANY DEPT. C SCRANTON, PA. 


Se reANES 


EASY TO GET 


Collecting a mile of coins is a novel and successful way of raising money for a Church or Sochety. 
The coins will not drop off of our holders. No adhesive used. Write for Samples and Prices. 


THE HARRISON CO, UNION CITY, IND. 
Cee FURNITURE 


Everything for Church and Sunday School 
use. From Factory to You. Fine catalog free. 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1116 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois 


Membership, Interest— pital te La stl McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY, BALTIMORE, MD. 
miami imcimt; | | CHARLES SVOBODA 
Complete $37.50. Terms. Request Free Booklet. CH U BR C Hi FUR N I T i BI R. E 
Depertaant #5, teria Gh iter Pa. 5232 Oakland Street Philadelphia, Pa. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


Garried. Her, in Heart = 
Home Loving Nightingales 
House and Occupant__----------- 
I Am the Door___-_--- 
Immortality, Belief in_---------- 
Immortality, Conversation on_---~ 
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MID-WEEK SERVICES, Still 
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Easter, Preparation for__ 


SCRIPTURE TEXTS 


I—Illustrations 
O—Outlines 

P—Prayer Meeting Talks 
S—Sermons 

Gen. 
Psalm 16:11 (I) 
Psalm. 
Eccl. 
Cant. 
Isa. 18:5 (P) 
Zech. 
Matt. 28:1-10 (P)_ 
Mark 10:13-14 (P) 
Mark 
Luke 
Luke 
John 
John 
John 
John 
John 


12:13 
19:27 
John 19:30 
Acts 27:23 
I Cor. 1:18 
I Cor. 1:20 
I Cor. 
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